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Spradley should be read by anyone who wants to gain a true understanding of the
process of participant observation. This text is a follow-up to his ethnographic
research handbook, The Ethnographic Interview, and guides readers through the
technique of participant observation to research ethnography and culture.
Spradley shows how to analyze collected data and to write an ethnography. The
appendices include research questions and writing tasks.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Like its companion, The Ethnographic Interview, Participant Observation is a valuable, step-by-step guide
to entering a new community. Although an older book, it still is relevant for guiding students in engaging
with a community they want to learn more about. Thank you for reissuing it!" --Lori Gardner, Trinity
Western University

"To deliver powerful insights about the people, organizations, and cultures we're studying with digital
ethnography, we need a framework to ensure we don't miss vital pieces of the narrative. While many
ethnographic frameworks exist, the parent framework in ethnography is James P. Spradley's 9 Dimensions of
Descriptive Observation." --Christopher S. Penn, Vice President of Marketing Technology, Shift
Communications

About the Author
James P. Spradley was an anthropologist and writer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Hoag:

The book Participant Observation can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Participant Observation? Several
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Participant Observation has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

George Medrano:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Participant
Observation is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Elaine Jenkins:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Participant



Observation that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Participant Observation become your own personal starter.

Walter Son:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be learn. Participant Observation can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those
short free time problems.
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