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Pioneering African American journalist Ida B. Wells-Barnett (1862-1931) is
widely remembered for her courageous antilynching crusade in the 1890s; the
full range of her struggles against injustice is not as well known. With this book,
Patricia Schechter restores Wells-Barnett to her central, if embattled, place in the
early reform movements for civil rights, women's suffrage, and Progressivism in
the United States and abroad. Schechter's comprehensive treatment makes vivid
the scope of Wells-Barnett's contributions and examines why the political
philosophy and leadership of this extraordinary activist eventually became
marginalized.

Though forced into the shadow of black male leaders such as W. E. B. Du Bois
and Booker T. Washington and misunderstood and then ignored by white women
reformers such as Frances E. Willard and Jane Addams, Wells-Barnett
nevertheless successfully enacted a religiously inspired, female-centered, and
intensely political vision of social betterment and empowerment for African
American communities throughout her adult years. By analyzing her ideas and
activism in fresh sharpness and detail, Schechter exposes the promise and limits
of social change by and for black women during an especially violent yet hopeful
era in U.S. history.
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Pioneering African American journalist Ida B. Wells-Barnett (1862-1931) is widely remembered for her
courageous antilynching crusade in the 1890s; the full range of her struggles against injustice is not as well
known. With this book, Patricia Schechter restores Wells-Barnett to her central, if embattled, place in the
early reform movements for civil rights, women's suffrage, and Progressivism in the United States and
abroad. Schechter's comprehensive treatment makes vivid the scope of Wells-Barnett's contributions and
examines why the political philosophy and leadership of this extraordinary activist eventually became
marginalized.

Though forced into the shadow of black male leaders such as W. E. B. Du Bois and Booker T. Washington
and misunderstood and then ignored by white women reformers such as Frances E. Willard and Jane
Addams, Wells-Barnett nevertheless successfully enacted a religiously inspired, female-centered, and
intensely political vision of social betterment and empowerment for African American communities
throughout her adult years. By analyzing her ideas and activism in fresh sharpness and detail, Schechter
exposes the promise and limits of social change by and for black women during an especially violent yet
hopeful era in U.S. history.
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Editorial Review

Review
[This] is an ambitious interpretive study of Wells-Barnett's career as a reformer. It makes a persuasive case
for her importance, even central importance, over a fifty-year period. (Barbara Sicherman, Trinity College)

The depth of insight and sensitivity of the author's analyses of black leadership and gender politics are
unsurpassed. (Kevin K. Gaines, University of Michigan)

ÝThis¨ is an ambitious interpretive study of Wells-Barnett's career as a reformer. It makes a persuasive case
for her importance, even central importance, over a fifty-year period. (Barbara Sicherman, Trinity College)

This book manages to get behind the African American woman's legendary veil of dissemblance to reveal
the struggles of a pioneer who was as often as at odds with herself as she was with the whites and men who
structured her world. (Deborah Gray White, Rutgers University)

Review
[This] is an ambitious interpretive study of Wells-Barnett's career as a reformer. It makes a persuasive case
for her importance, even central importance, over a fifty-year period. . . . Schechter has broken new ground
here.--Barbara Sicherman, Trinity College

Through stunning readings of Wells-Barnett's autobiography . . . and meticulous social history, Schechter not
only has produced the best and most serious analysis of this protean figure but also has enriched our
understanding of the politics of the body.--Journal of American History

Ida B. Wells-Barnett and American Reform, 1880-1930 is more than a simple biography. It is a multilayered
expose of a society molded by racism, a people saddled with sexism, and one woman's public and private
struggle with both.--Deborah Gray White, author of Too Heavy a Load: African American Women in
Defense of Themselves, 1894-1994

Ida B. Wells-Barnett and American Reform, 1880-1930 manages to get behind the African American
woman's legendary veil of dissemblance to reveal the struggles of a pioneer who was as often at odds with
herself as she was with the whites and men who structured her world.--Deborah Gray White, author of Too
Heavy a Load: African American Women in Defense of Themselves, 1894-1994

A challenging account of Ida B. Wells-Barnett that emphasizes her role in social reform and race relations.
This historical biography of Wells-Barnett's accomplishments and frustrations provides new perspectives on
the 'age of reform' in the United States, and it does so without romanticizing the era.--Journal of Southern



History

The research Patricia Schechter exhibits in this book--academically first-rate, readable nonetheless for
nonacademic audiences--has no business going unread, unrecognized. Her book is henceforth a benchmark
in Wells studies.--Memphis

A provocative study that goes far beyond Wells-Barnett as a leader in the anti-lynching movement. . . .
Schechter emphasizes the importance of religious faith and religious institutions in all aspects of Wells-
Barnett's career. . . . Perhaps the most interesting part of this fascinating book is Schechter's careful analysis
and deconstruction of Wells-Barnett's autobiography, unfinished and unpublished during her
lifetime.--American Historical Review

So profound and insightful are Schechter's analyses of the interwoven dynamics of race and gender both in
Wells-Barnett's innovative critiques of lynching and in underlying gender assumptions about African
American leadership that I would assess her work on Wells-Barnett as definitive. . . . The depth of insight
and sensitivity of her analyses of black leadership and gender politics are unsurpassed.--Kevin K. Gaines,
University of Michigan

About the Author
Patricia A. Schechter is assistant professor of history at Portland State University in Oregon.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Donovan:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Ida B. Wells-Barnett and American Reform, 1880-1930.

Millard Lopez:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Ida B. Wells-Barnett and American
Reform, 1880-1930 book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a



book.

Joel Peterson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is definitely Ida B. Wells-Barnett and American Reform, 1880-1930.

George Hyler:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Ida B. Wells-Barnett and American Reform, 1880-1930 when you desired it?
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