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Patricia Highsmith, author of such classics as The Talented Mr. Ripley and
Strangers on a Train, was a writer who defied simple categorization. Gore Vidal
called her: "One of the greatest modernist writers." The Cleveland Plain Dealer
rightly commented: "Patricia Highsmith is often called a mystery or crime writer,
which is a bit like calling Picasso a draftsman." To young novelist Marijane
Meaker, however, Highsmith was more than a role model. Shortly after the two
met in a New York City lesbian bar, they became lovers and embarked on a two
year romance amidst the bohemian set of Greenwich Village and the literary
crowd of Fire Island. There, the pair navigated the underground lesbian scene,
lunched with literary stars like Janet Flanner, shared intimacies, and gossiped
with abandon. Written with wit and brassy candor, Highsmith: A Romance of
1950s is a revealing look at the controversial icon of popular American fiction.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Highsmith: A Romance of the 1950s begins like a brainy, romantic novel complete with exotic settings, fast-
paced dialogue, and a who’s who of the 1950s New York literati. All this should not be surprising given that
Marijane Meaker’s tale of her two-year relationship with famed mystery novelist Patricia Highsmith comes
from a pen that has crafted more than 40 works of fiction and non-fiction.

Meaker’s touch is light and clear. She backlights her memoir with glimpses of the New York scene of the
era: the Mafia-controlled lesbian bars, the rise of Fire Island, the rage for Freudian psychoanalysis. She
doesn't attempt a detailed literary biography, nor is the book a complete psychological portrait of Highsmith.
But Meaker, a self-proclaimed lover of pseudonymous disguises, does peer beneath Highsmith’s public mask
to reveal her constant despair over a disapproving mother, her fascination/obsession with Germany, and her
discomfort around intellectuals. This, and Meaker’s persistent jealousy and constant fear that her beloved Pat
would leave her to write in Europe slowly edges the narrative into darker territory. Inevitably, the lovers part,
as each author kills off the other, albeit in fictional form, with their first post-relationship murder mysteries.

Meaker closes the book by describing her difficult 1992 reunion with Highsmith. Meaker depicts her ex-
lover as a hard-drinking, grizzled, chain-smoking, bigoted woman recently returned from Europe and
recovering from a bout with lung cancer. Far from the bright beginnings of young love in the 1950s, this
segment provides a depth absent from the earlier, more novelistic chapters and provides a glimpse of what a
further, more complete biography might have to offer. --Patrick O’Kelley

Review
"...a fascinating chronicle of life among the New York literati and the city's lesbian scene of the era..." --
Toronto Globe & Mail

"Meaker's memoir is a wonderful book....a romance in so many ways." -- Boston Globe

"…a confessional style animates 'Highsmith,' [Meaker's] sincere account of their relatioinship, which took
place between 1959 and 1961." -- New York Times

"…written with intelligence…a fascinating study of Highsmith…" -- Dallas Star-Telegram

Gives an intimate insight into lesbian relationships as lived in 1950s America—not the easiest of times to be
openly queer… -- Diva (UK), October 2003

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Lattimore:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Highsmith: A Romance of the 1950's. All
type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social



media.

Jose Higham:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you looking
at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Highsmith: A Romance
of the 1950's, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Douglas Elem:

You will get this Highsmith: A Romance of the 1950's by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Jesus Geist:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very
important to suit your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Highsmith: A Romance of the 1950's can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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