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From its establishment in 1648 until its disbanding in 1793 after the French
Revolution, the Académie Royale de Peinture et de Sculpture was the centre of
the Parisian art world. Taking the reader behind the scenes of this elite bastion of
French art theory, education, and practice, this engaging study uncovers the
fascinating histories - official and unofficial - of that artistic community. Through
an innovative approach to portraits - their values, functions, and lives as objects -
this book explores two faces of the Académie. Official portraits grant us insider
access to institutional hierarchies, ideologies, rituals, customs, and everyday
experiences in the Académie's Louvre apartments. Unofficial portraits in turn
reveal hidden histories of artists' personal relationships: family networks,
intimate friendships, and bitter rivalries. Drawing on both art-historical and
anthropological frames of analysis, this book offers insightful interpretations of
portraits read through and against documentary evidence from the archives to
create a rich story of people, places, and objects. Theoretically informed,
rigorously researched, and historically grounded, this book sheds new light on
the inner workings of the Académie. Its discoveries and compelling narrative
make an invaluable and accessible contribution to our understanding of this pre-
eminent European institution and the social lives of artists in early modern Paris.
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Editorial Review

Review
Academie Royale: A History in Portraits is full of new insights - often brilliant ones - into the world of the
French Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture. Williams' approach to the inner workings of the Academy
through close readings of members' portraits and self-portraits, is innovative, refreshing and inspired -
drawing as it does, on anthropological interpretive models, as well as art-historical ones. Original,
meticulously researched and elegantly written, this book will be essential reading for specialists in many
fields including history, French studies and cultural anthropology, and it will be an indispensable source for
historians of eighteenth-century art. --Melissa Hyde, University of Florida, USA

About the Author
Hannah Williams is Junior Research Fellow in Art History at St John's College, University of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Williams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Académie Royale: A History in Portraits. Try to make book
Académie Royale: A History in Portraits as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jackie Lafond:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Académie Royale: A History in Portraits
book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Donna Bledsoe:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Académie Royale: A History in Portraits was filled in relation to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel



enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Judith Craig:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Académie Royale: A History in Portraits when you desired it?
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