
Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A
Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship

By Scott M. Rodell

Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese
Swordsmanship By Scott M. Rodell

Part swordsman and part martial arts scholar, Rodell must strike a balance
between making faithful translations of antiquated Chinese text and distilling
useful insight into historical jianfa techniques from this lyrical and esoteric piece
of classic Chinese literature.
The original work moves between poetry and prose as it describes various sword
“Postures” and their applications. Anyone familiar with the Chinese language is
aware of its tendency for polysemy and the simple line drawings included with
the archaic text only give scant clues as to their intended direction of movement.
Rodell has his work cut out for him but he manages to bring forth actual useable
techniques for the modern practitioners of Chinese Jianfa.

Tig Fong
Stunt Coordinator/2nd Unit Director
Fight Coordinator for Nikita the series

Scott M. Rodell provides an excellent translation of the Shi Jian Pu, and while
the main focus of the book seems to be for those who currently practice with the
Jian (the Chinese straight sword), Scott’s translation provides much for those
who practice other arts to feed from.  Unlike many modern Martial Arts books on
the market, this particular one remains true to form, much like how the originals
would have been. The Inclusion of the forms historical context is great to have in
the book as it allows us to better grasp the intent and function of the Jian. Scott’s
many years of experience with Chinese Martial Arts is evident from the get go,
as the translations are clear, precise, and aid in the overall understanding of the
form. Overall I would very much recommend this book as a supplement to
anyone not only practicing with the Chinese Jian, but also for those who practice
other martial arts forms. This is an excellent update to a classic text that we
would not normally be able to obtain. Thank you for this translation Scott; it is
and will always be an absolute pleasure to read. 
 
Sensei Ian Alexander, Byakuren Dojo  
Muso Shinden Omori Ryu, Canadian Representative of the ITMAF (International
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Traditional Martial Arts Federation)  

There is a resurgence of interest in historical martial arts across several
continents and spanning many cultures. Existing source materials are rare.
Educated, accurate translations of those texts are even more rare. It is a thrill to
see this new translation of a period text, especially when I know the
consideration of context, subtleties of dialect and relevant martial arts knowledge
have been applied with exacting detail. Laoshì Rodell’s martial arts publications
speak for themselves in terms of value to students of historical Chinese martial
arts. This piece is no exception and will provide insight to anyone studying the
history of the Chinese sword techniques and historical martial arts of any culture.

Steve Frey
Traditional Chinese Martial Arts Instructor
Historical Martial Arts Enthusiast
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seems to be for those who currently practice with the Jian (the Chinese straight sword), Scott’s translation
provides much for those who practice other arts to feed from.  Unlike many modern Martial Arts books on
the market, this particular one remains true to form, much like how the originals would have been. The
Inclusion of the forms historical context is great to have in the book as it allows us to better grasp the intent
and function of the Jian. Scott’s many years of experience with Chinese Martial Arts is evident from the get
go, as the translations are clear, precise, and aid in the overall understanding of the form. Overall I would
very much recommend this book as a supplement to anyone not only practicing with the Chinese Jian, but
also for those who practice other martial arts forms. This is an excellent update to a classic text that we
would not normally be able to obtain. Thank you for this translation Scott; it is and will always be an
absolute pleasure to read. 
 
Sensei Ian Alexander, Byakuren Dojo  
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There is a resurgence of interest in historical martial arts across several continents and spanning many
cultures. Existing source materials are rare. Educated, accurate translations of those texts are even more rare.
It is a thrill to see this new translation of a period text, especially when I know the consideration of context,
subtleties of dialect and relevant martial arts knowledge have been applied with exacting detail. Laoshì
Rodell’s martial arts publications speak for themselves in terms of value to students of historical Chinese
martial arts. This piece is no exception and will provide insight to anyone studying the history of the Chinese
sword techniques and historical martial arts of any culture.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angeline Stallings:

Here thing why this Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A
Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A
Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword
Skills - A Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship in e-book can be your choice.

Margaret Wynkoop:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is definitely Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese
Swordsmanship.

Donna Eldridge:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of
Chinese Swordsmanship can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Shi Jian Pu - Manual of Ten
Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship.



Kathryn Hill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Shi Jian Pu -
Manual of Ten Sword Skills - A Handbook of Chinese Swordsmanship.
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