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Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry is the first book-length
study to compare responses to runic heritage in the literature of Anglo-Saxon
England and medieval Iceland. The Anglo-Saxon runic script had already
become the preserve of antiquarians at the time the majority of Old English
poetry was written down, and the Icelanders recording the mythology associated
with the script were at some remove from the centres of runic practice in
medieval Scandinavia. Both literary cultures thus inherited knowledge of the
runic system and the traditions associated with it, but viewed this literate past
from the vantage point of a developed manuscript culture. There has, as yet, been
no comprehensive study of poetic responses to this scriptural heritage, which
include episodes in such canonical texts as Beowulf, the Old English riddles and
the poems of the Poetic Edda. By analysing the inflection of the script through
shared literary traditions, this study enhances our understanding of the
burgeoning of literary self-awareness in early medieval vernacular poetry and the
construction of cultural memory, and furthers our understanding of the
relationship between Anglo-Saxon and Norse textual cultures. The introduction
sets out in detail the rationale for examining runes in poetry as a literary motif
and surveys the relevant critical debates. The body of the volume is comprised of
five linked case studies of runes in poetry, viewing these representations through
the paradigm of scriptural reconstruction and the validation of contemporary
literary, historical and religious sensibilities.
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Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry is the first book-length study to compare responses
to runic heritage in the literature of Anglo-Saxon England and medieval Iceland. The Anglo-Saxon runic
script had already become the preserve of antiquarians at the time the majority of Old English poetry was
written down, and the Icelanders recording the mythology associated with the script were at some remove
from the centres of runic practice in medieval Scandinavia. Both literary cultures thus inherited knowledge
of the runic system and the traditions associated with it, but viewed this literate past from the vantage point
of a developed manuscript culture. There has, as yet, been no comprehensive study of poetic responses to
this scriptural heritage, which include episodes in such canonical texts as Beowulf, the Old English riddles
and the poems of the Poetic Edda. By analysing the inflection of the script through shared literary traditions,
this study enhances our understanding of the burgeoning of literary self-awareness in early medieval
vernacular poetry and the construction of cultural memory, and furthers our understanding of the relationship
between Anglo-Saxon and Norse textual cultures. The introduction sets out in detail the rationale for
examining runes in poetry as a literary motif and surveys the relevant critical debates. The body of the
volume is comprised of five linked case studies of runes in poetry, viewing these representations through the
paradigm of scriptural reconstruction and the validation of contemporary literary, historical and religious
sensibilities.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Tom Birkett is a Lecturer in Old English at University College Cork, Ireland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Block:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry.
Try to make the book Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry as your pal. It means that it
can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Richard Simpson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Reading the Runes in Old English and Old
Norse Poetry is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Kim Salgado:

This Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse
Poetry can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry forcing you to have
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Joyce Pippin:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Reading the Runes in Old
English and Old Norse Poetry, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Download and Read Online Reading the Runes in Old English and
Old Norse Poetry By Thomas Birkett #KOU86MPGRAN



Read Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry By
Thomas Birkett for online ebook

Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry By Thomas Birkett Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry By Thomas Birkett books to
read online.

Online Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry By Thomas Birkett
ebook PDF download

Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry By Thomas Birkett Doc

Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry By Thomas Birkett Mobipocket

Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry By Thomas Birkett EPub

KOU86MPGRAN: Reading the Runes in Old English and Old Norse Poetry By Thomas Birkett


