
Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology, Language,
and Action

From Fordham University Press

Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology, Language, and Action From Fordham
University Press

What is the place of the ethical in human life? How do we render it visible? How
might sustained attention to the ethical transform anthropological theory and
enrich our understanding of thought, speech, and social action? This volume
offers a significant attempt to address these questions. It is a common experience
of most ethnographers that the people we encounter are trying to do what they
consider right or good, are being evaluated according to criteria of what is right
and good, or are in some debate about what constitutes the human good. Yet
anthropological theory has tended to overlook all this in favor of analyses that
emphasize structure, power, and interest.Bringing together ethnographic
exposition with philosophical concepts and arguments and effectively
transcending subdisciplinary boundaries between cultural and linguistic
anthropology, the essays collected in this volume explore the ethical entailments
of speech and action and demonstrate the centrality of ethical practice, judgment,
reasoning, responsibility, cultivation, commitment, and questioning in social life.
Rather than focus on codes of conduct or hot-button issues, they make the
cumulative argument that ethics is profoundly ordinary,pervasive-and possibly
even intrinsic to speech and action. In addition to deepening our understanding of
ethics, the volume makes an incisive and necessary intervention in
anthropological theory,recasting discussion in ways that force us to rethink such
concepts as power, agency, and relativism.Individual chapters consider the place
of ethics with respect to conversation and interaction; judgment and
responsibility; formality, etiquette, performance, ritual, and law; character and
empathy; social boundaries and exclusions; socialization and punishment; and
commemoration, history, and living together in peace and war.Together they
offer a comprehensive portrait of an approach that is now critical for advancing
anthropological theory and ethnographic description, as well as fruitful
conversation with philosophy.
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What is the place of the ethical in human life? How do we render it visible? How might sustained attention to
the ethical transform anthropological theory and enrich our understanding of thought, speech, and social
action? This volume offers a significant attempt to address these questions. It is a common experience of
most ethnographers that the people we encounter are trying to do what they consider right or good, are being
evaluated according to criteria of what is right and good, or are in some debate about what constitutes the
human good. Yet anthropological theory has tended to overlook all this in favor of analyses that emphasize
structure, power, and interest.Bringing together ethnographic exposition with philosophical concepts and
arguments and effectively transcending subdisciplinary boundaries between cultural and linguistic
anthropology, the essays collected in this volume explore the ethical entailments of speech and action and
demonstrate the centrality of ethical practice, judgment, reasoning, responsibility, cultivation, commitment,
and questioning in social life. Rather than focus on codes of conduct or hot-button issues, they make the
cumulative argument that ethics is profoundly ordinary,pervasive-and possibly even intrinsic to speech and
action. In addition to deepening our understanding of ethics, the volume makes an incisive and necessary
intervention in anthropological theory,recasting discussion in ways that force us to rethink such concepts as
power, agency, and relativism.Individual chapters consider the place of ethics with respect to conversation
and interaction; judgment and responsibility; formality, etiquette, performance, ritual, and law; character and
empathy; social boundaries and exclusions; socialization and punishment; and commemoration, history, and
living together in peace and war.Together they offer a comprehensive portrait of an approach that is now
critical for advancing anthropological theory and ethnographic description, as well as fruitful conversation
with philosophy.
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Editorial Review

Review

A forceful demonstration of what anthropology has to contribute to debates about ethics within moral
philosophy.-Charles Hirschkind

This book is a major contribution that has about it the excitement that comes with addressing genuinely fresh
issues. Examining the ethics of everyday life as they are embodied in speech and other kinds of action, its
contributors stake out an important new area of research. Certain to have a great impact on anthropology, this
is book that should also be widely read by those in all fields who take ethics to be an important topic of
study.-Joel Robbins

About the Author

Michael Lambek is the Canada Research Chair in the Anthropology of Ethical Life in the Department of
Social Sciences, University of Toronto at Scarborough as well as Professor in the Department of
Anthropology, University of Toronto. Among his recent books are The Weight of the Past, Illness and Irony
(edited with Paul Antze), and A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Victor Banister:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology,
Language, and Action. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Jill Vaughn:

This book untitled Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology, Language, and Action to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.



Deborah Rost:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology, Language,
and Action book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology,
Language, and Action as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that
can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jimmy Dolce:

Beside this particular Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology, Language, and Action in your phone, it can give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Ordinary Ethics: Anthropology, Language, and Action because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in
addition to read it from currently!
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