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Can about of laziness or adigressive spell actually open up paths to creativity
and unexpected insights? In Obstruction Nick Salvato suggests that for those
engaged in scholarly pursuits laziness, digressiveness, and related experiences
can be paradoxically generative. Rather than being dismissed as hindrances, these
obstructions are to be embraced, clung to, and reoriented. Analyzing an eclectic
range of texts and figures, from the Greek Cynics and Denis Diderot to Dean
Martin and the Web series Drunk History, Salvato finds valuein five
obstructions. embarrassment, |aziness, slowness, cynicism, and digressiveness.
Whether listening to Tori Amos's music as away to think about embarrassment,
linking the MTV series Daria to using cynicism to negotiate higher education's
corporatized climate, or examining the affect of slownessin Kelly Reichardt's
films, Salvato expands our conceptions of each obstruction and shows ways to
transform them into useful provocations. With a unique, literary, and self-
reflexive voice, Salvato demonstrates the importance of these debased
obstructions and shows how they may support alternative modes of intellectual
activity. In doing so, he impels us to rethink the very meanings of thinking, work,
and value.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Joining gorgeous readings to new critical vocabularies and startling insights, Obstruction rewards the close
and slow reader. And like the work of Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick or Lauren Berlant, José Esteban Mufioz or
Lee Edelman, it creates paradigms that, once absorbed, become difficult to think without."

(Jack Halberstam, author of The Queer Art of Failure)

"Offering a capacious analysis of the familiar blocksto creative and critical productivity, Nick Salvato
models a cutting-edge criticism that remains alert to the significance of language and the ruse of
intentionality. Obstruction is a provocative work and a pioneering venture in modeling a critical reading
practice of the present.”

(TaviaNyong'o, author of The Amalgamation Waltz: Race, Performance, and the Ruses of Memory)
About the Author

Nick Salvato is Associate Professor and Chair of Performing and Media Arts at Cornell University and the
author of Uncloseting Drama: American Modernism and Queer Performance.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Erik Herrera:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by
areserve. Book has adifferent type. To be sure that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Obstruction will make you to
possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Sheila Cyr:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Obstruction
iskind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.



Edwin Dulac:

This Obstruction are generaly reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Obstruction can be one of several great books you must haveis usually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Obstruction forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day task. S0, let's have it appreciate reading.

Luis Poole:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Obstruction when you required it?
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