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Whether Islam is compatible with democracy is an increasingly asked question,
but ultimately a misguided one. In this book, Asef Bayat proposes that
democratic ideals have less to do with the essence of any religion than with how
it is practiced. He offers a new approach to Islam and democracy, outlining how
the social struggles of student organizations, youth and women's groups, the
intelligentsia, and other social movements can make Islam democratic. Making
Islam Democratic examines in detail those social movements that have used
religion to unleash socia and political change, either to legitimize authoritarian
rule or, in contrast, to construct an inclusive faith that embraces a democratic
polity. It provides afresh analysis of Iran's 1979 Islamic revolution?how it has
evolved into the pervasive, post-Islamist reform movement of the early twenty-
first century, and how it differed from Egypt's religious " passive revolution.”
Focusing on events from the Iranian Revolution to the current day, with a
comparative focus on Islamism, post-1slamism, and active religious expression
across the region, Bayat explores the highly contested relationship between
religion, politics, and the quotidian in the Middle East. His book provides an
important understanding of the great anxiety of our time?he global march of
"Muslim rage"?and offers a hopeful picture of ademocratic Middle East.
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Whether 1slam is compatible with demacracy is an increasingly asked question, but ultimately a misguided
one. In this book, Asef Bayat proposes that democratic ideals have less to do with the essence of any religion
than with how it is practiced. He offers a new approach to Islam and democracy, outlining how the socia
struggles of student organizations, youth and women's groups, the intelligentsia, and other social movements
can make |slam democratic. Making Islam Democratic examinesin detail those social movements that have
used religion to unleash social and political change, either to legitimize authoritarian rule or, in contrast, to
construct an inclusive faith that embraces a democratic polity. It provides afresh analysis of Iran's 1979
Islamic revolution?how it has evolved into the pervasive, post-1slamist reform movement of the early
twenty-first century, and how it differed from Egypt's religious "passive revolution." Focusing on events
from the Iranian Revolution to the current day, with a comparative focus on Islamism, post-1slamism, and
active religious expression across the region, Bayat explores the highly contested relationship between
religion, politics, and the quotidian in the Middle East. His book provides an important understanding of the
great anxiety of our time?the global march of "Muslim rage" ?and offers a hopeful picture of ademocratic
Middle East.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Making Islam Democratic is a breakthrough book at the level of Robert Putnam's Making Democracy Work.
Part autobiographical and always incisive, Making Islam Democratic shows the opportunities and obstacles
to making Islam compatible with democracy, focusing incisively on practice?how political and religious
activists and thinkersin Iran and Egypt have struggled over peoples' imaginations and competed for the
control of key institutions that define core social and political values. This book is a must-read for anyone
concerned with the future of democracy in Muslim-mgjority societies." (Dale F. Eickelman co-author of
Muslim Palitics.)

"Unquestionably the best book | have read on Ilamic trendsin Iran and Egypt. Bayat, combining
sociological sophistication with sharply detailed observation, offers hearty fare for those who are tired of the
thin gruel served up elsewhere." (Richard W. Bulliet Columbia University, author of The Case for Islamo-
Christian Civilization)

"This book isamust-read for serious students of the politics of the Middle East, both inside and outside the
academy. Every graduate student working on the politics of the region needs to read it. The chapters
analyzing Iranian and Egyptian politics over the last three decades are brilliant synopses, full of rich
empirical detail while presenting clear arguments about their different trajectories." (FG Gauselll,
Department of Political Science University of Vermont)

"Bayat is an innovative urban social movement theorist whose field research has contributed to a better
understanding of social change in the Middle East and the theoretical significance of bottom-up movements
as opposed to top-down organized political change . . . Highly Recommended.” (A. Mahdi, emeritus Ohio
Wesleyan University)

"Asef Bayat isaprivileged observer of two crucial arenas of Muslim politics and society. Iranian by birth
and education, he lived through the 1979 Revolution and studied its politics closely. Subsequently he lived
and worked in Egypt, and got to know that country intimately. Switching his focus between the two, Bayat
provides a powerful contrast between different kinds of Islamic society." (New Humanist)

"In acommanding and detailed overview of the contemporary Middle East, Asef Bayat provides aunique
account of the region today, in terms of ideologies, social movements and state power. Almost alone
amongst scholars of the region in having expertise on both Iran and the Arab world, and with a deep
commitment to combining regional knowledge with socia theory, Bayat has produced awork of originality
and quality. His exploration of the category 'post-ldamism," when so many in the Middle East and the West
stress the impact of Islamism itself, sets thiswork apart from so many prevailing, repetitive and introverted,
discussions of theregion.” (Professor Fred Halliday, London School of Economics Fellow of the British

Academy)

"Bayat offers a new approach to the study of Islam and demaocracy by asking how social movements such as
students' and women's groups could make Muslim societies (rather than 'lslam’ per se) democratic. The
author's decades of professional experiencein Iran and Egypt assist him in establishing a balanced approach
in his comparative study.” (CHOICE)



"Asef Bayats lucid and authoritative study sheds much-needed light on the vexed topic of Islam and
democracy. Though Bayat sees no necessary hostility between the two, Muslimsin the Middle East are in
practice caught between authoritarian regimes, authoritarian Islamist oppositions, and foreign military
occupation. Nonetheless, focusing on Iran and Egypt, he sees grounds for hope, mainly in post-1slamist
social movements which may establish a presence in civil society sufficient to force concessions from the
regimes. Since their problems have recently become our problems too, this excellent book should be very
widely read." (Michael Mann University of California, Los Angeles, author of Sources of Social Power)

"Asef Bayat's Making |slam Democratic deserves the close attention of social scientists working at the
intersection of religion, politics, and society. Bayat's central aim isto challenge the pervasive question of
whether or not Islam is compatible with democracy. Through arich comparative study of social movements
in Egypt and Iran, Bayat persuasively argues that the persistent question of 1slam and democracy is one that
is fundamentally misguided . . . Bayat's rich empirical analysisis among the best of recent work on social
movementsin theregion . . . Bayat's study therefore contributes to a growing body of literature concerned
with the various trgjectories of 1lamist movements and parties throughout the region. While most political
scientists examine how political ingtitutions shape the likely political trajectories of 1slamist parties, Bayat's
focus on the social trajectory of these movements provides arich addition to the literature." (Tamir Moustafa
MESA Bulletin)

"Making Isslam Democratic is a key acquisition for any college-level collection strong in Middle East studies.
It offers. .. afine analysis of the contemporary Iranian revolution and its evolution.” (California
Bookwatch)

"Bayat's approach also abandons the clear dichotomies between state and nonstate actors and between
behavioral and ideological moderation. The result is a sharp analysis that accounts for substantial change
within a society that continues to hold a strong religious identity, both socially and within the state." (Jillian
Schwedler World Palitics)

"Thisisan excellent political and sociological comparison between Egypt and Iran based on direct personal
observation of both countries, which gives this work a subtlety and authority lacking in many academic
accounts of theregion . . . Bayat skillfully interweaves social, economic and political change with
intellectual debate in both countries. He pays close attention to the idiom of debate on religion and palitics,
yet he shows successfully that Muslim politicsis better understood by how Muslims practice politics than by
how they defineit." (Muslim World Book Review)

"Relying mostly on experiencesin Iran and Egypt and using avariety of Persian, Arabic, and Western
sources, Bayat has written a masterly and intellectually challenging comparative analysis of social
movements, including post-1slamic ones, and their impact on the ongoing debate over democratization in the
Muslim Middle East." (Library Journal)

From the Inside Flap

Whether Islam is compatible with demacracy is an increasingly asked question, but ultimately a misguided
one. In this book, Asef Bayat proposes that democratic ideals have less to do with the essence of any religion
than with how it is practiced. He offers a new approach to Islam and democracy, outlining how the socia
struggles of student organizations, youth and women'’s groups, the intelligentsia, and other social movements
can make Islam democratic.

Making Islam Democratic examines in detail those social movements that have used religion to unleash
social and political change, either to legitimize authoritarian rule or, in contrast, to construct an inclusive
faith that embraces a democratic polity. It provides afresh analysis of Iran’s 1979 Islamic revolution—how it



has evolved into the pervasive, post-Islamist reform movement of the early twenty-first century, and how it
differed from Egypt’ sreligious “passive revolution.”

Focusing on events from the Iranian Revolution to the current day, with a comparative focus on Islamism,
post-Islamism, and active religious expression across the region, Bayat explores the highly contested
relationship between religion, palitics, and the quotidian in the Middle East. His book provides an important
understanding of the great anxiety of our time—the global march of “Muslim rage’—and offers a hopeful
picture of ademocratic Middle East.

From the Back Cover

“In acommanding and detailed overview of the contemporary Middle East, Asef Bayat provides a unique
account of the region today, in terms of ideologies, social movements and state power. Almost alone
amongst scholars of the region in having expertise on both Iran and the Arab world, and with a deep
commitment to combining regional knowledge with socia theory, Bayat has produced awork of originality
and quality. His exploration of the category 'post-Islamism.” when so many in the Middle East and the West
stress the impact of Islamism itself, sets thiswork apart from so many prevailing, repetitive and introverted,
discussions of the region.”

—Professor Fred Halliday, London School of Economics, Fellow of the British Academy

“Unguestionably the best book | have read on Islamic trendsin Iran and Egypt. Bayat, combining
sociological sophistication with sharply detailed observation, offers hearty fare for those who are tired of the
thin gruel served up elsewhere.”

—Richard W. Bulliet, Columbia University, author of The Case for Isslamo-Christian Civilization

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Barry Whitfield:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Making Islam Democratic: Social Movements and the
Post-l1slamist Turn (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I).

Charles Smith:

The book Making Islam Democratic: Social Movements and the Post-1slamist Turn (Stanford Studiesin
Middle Eastern and 1) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable alot
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Making Islam Democratic: Social
Movements and the Post-1slamist Turn (Stanford Studiesin Middle Eastern and ) for being your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects. You
could know everything if you like available and read a book Making Islam Democratic: Social Movements
and the Post-Islamist Turn (Stanford Studiesin Middle Eastern and 1). Kinds of book are several. It means



that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So, how do you think about this guide?

Herbert Mikula:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Making Islam Democratic: Social
Movements and the Post-Islamist Turn (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) iskind of reserve whichis
giving the reader erratic experience.

Luis Gazaway:

Y ou can spend your free timeto learn this book this e-book. This Making Islam Democratic: Social
Movements and the Post-Islamist Turn (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and |) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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