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The great drama began routinely enough. State Highway Patrol and L.A. police
were chasing a suspected drunk driver in the early morning hours of Sunday,
March 3, 1991. After the driver, Rodney King, was stopped, however, history-
making events unfolded. In what appeared to be adisplay of excessive force,
captured on a home videotape, the officers hit King repeatedly with their batons.
They kicked him as well, and King had to be hospitalized for treatment of his
injuries. Assistant Chief Bob Vernon was on duty as acting chief the day the
story hit the news, and in L.A. Justice he provides the inside view of how the
LAPD responded to those events. When the tape was televised, cries of outrage
rained down on the LAPD. In the weeks and months that followed, many people,
including Mayor Tom Bradley, portrayed the department as racist and demanded
the resignation of Chief Daryl Gates. Some in law enforcement, including Bob
Vernon, knew that civil unrest was likely to occur at the end of thetrial of the
four officers charged in the King incident. So plans were made and training was
ordered to ensure the police were prepared. Now, for the first time, those plans
are described -- along with why most weren't carried out. Why were the verdicts
acquitting the officers followed by explosive violence that rocked the nation and
left 58 people dead? What smoldering tensions ignited the powder keg and
transformed the City of Angelsinto araging inferno? And what caused the chaos
to spread like wildfire from city to city? These questions are of vital concern to
us al, because what happened in L.A. could soon happen across America. We
must learn from these tragic events. Fortunately, thereisreal hope. Bob Vernon
sifts through the rubble of American dreams, examining the societal ills that fan
the flames of unrest across our land. Then he offers thought-provoking solutions
for anation of familiesin crisis.
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The great drama began routinely enough. State Highway Patrol and L.A. police were chasing a suspected
drunk driver in the early morning hours of Sunday, March 3, 1991. After the driver, Rodney King, was
stopped, however, history-making events unfolded. In what appeared to be adisplay of excessive force,
captured on a home videotape, the officers hit King repeatedly with their batons. They kicked him as well,
and King had to be hospitalized for treatment of hisinjuries. Assistant Chief Bob Vernon was on duty as
acting chief the day the story hit the news, and in L.A. Justice he provides the inside view of how the LAPD
responded to those events. When the tape was televised, cries of outrage rained down on the LAPD. In the
weeks and months that followed, many people, including Mayor Tom Bradley, portrayed the department as
racist and demanded the resignation of Chief Daryl Gates. Somein law enforcement, including Bob Vernon,
knew that civil unrest was likely to occur at the end of the trial of the four officers charged in the King
incident. So plans were made and training was ordered to ensure the police were prepared. Now, for the first
time, those plans are described -- along with why most weren't carried out. Why were the verdicts acquitting
the officers followed by explosive violence that rocked the nation and left 58 people dead? What smoldering
tensions ignited the powder keg and transformed the City of Angelsinto araging inferno? And what caused
the chaos to spread like wildfire from city to city? These questions are of vital concern to us all, because
what happened in L.A. could soon happen across America. We must learn from these tragic events.
Fortunately, there isreal hope. Bob Vernon sifts through the rubble of American dreams, examining the
societal illsthat fan the flames of unrest across our land. Then he offers thought-provoking solutions for a
nation of familiesin crisis.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Bob Vernon started on the streets as a foot beat officer on Skid Row and worked his way up theranks as a
narcotic officer, field sergeant, detective and then through the leadership ranks. He finished as Assistant
Chief of Police and Director of operations over ten thousand officers and civilian support personnel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Phyllis Tucker:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays alwaystry to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of themisthisL.A.
Justice.

Michael Earl:

A lot of people aways spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read
anew book. Itisreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book L.A. Justiceit is quite good to read. There are alot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Ryan M aggar d:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. Thisbook L.A. Justice wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read aguide. In the modern eralike
now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.



Jo Jordan:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the L.A. Justice when you essential it?
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