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Through using spoken language, people are able to think creatively and
productively together. This ability to ‘interthink’ is an important product of our
evolutionary history that is just as important for our survival today. Many kinds
of work activity depend on the success of groups or teams finding joint solutions
to problems. Creative achievement is rarely the product of solitary endeavour,
but of people working within a collective enterprise.

Written in an accessible and jargon-free style, Interthinking: putting talk to work
explores the growing body of work on how people think creatively and
productively together. Challenging purely individualistic accounts of human
evolution and cognition, its internationally acclaimed authors provide analyses of
real-life examples of collective thinking in everyday settings including
workplaces, schools, rehearsal spaces and online environments.

The authors use socio-cultural psychology to explain the processes involved in
interthinking, to explore its creative power, but also to understand why collective
thinking isn’t always productive or successful. With this knowledge we can
maximise the constructive benefits of our ability to interthink, and understand the
best ways in which we can help young people to develop, nurture and value that
capability.

This book will be of great interest to academic researchers, postgraduates and
undergraduates on Education and Psychology courses and to practicing teachers.
It will also appeal to anyone with an interest in language, creativity and the role
of psychology in everyday life.
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Through using spoken language, people are able to think creatively and productively together. This ability to
‘interthink’ is an important product of our evolutionary history that is just as important for our survival
today. Many kinds of work activity depend on the success of groups or teams finding joint solutions to
problems. Creative achievement is rarely the product of solitary endeavour, but of people working within a
collective enterprise.

Written in an accessible and jargon-free style, Interthinking: putting talk to work explores the growing body
of work on how people think creatively and productively together. Challenging purely individualistic
accounts of human evolution and cognition, its internationally acclaimed authors provide analyses of real-life
examples of collective thinking in everyday settings including workplaces, schools, rehearsal spaces and
online environments.

The authors use socio-cultural psychology to explain the processes involved in interthinking, to explore its
creative power, but also to understand why collective thinking isn’t always productive or successful. With
this knowledge we can maximise the constructive benefits of our ability to interthink, and understand the
best ways in which we can help young people to develop, nurture and value that capability.

This book will be of great interest to academic researchers, postgraduates and undergraduates on Education
and Psychology courses and to practicing teachers. It will also appeal to anyone with an interest in language,
creativity and the role of psychology in everyday life.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The authors have pulled off the wonderful trick of presenting a genuinely innovative framework of
understanding in a lucid, elegant manner. This is a cleverly interwoven contribution to theory and
practice." - Julia Gillen, International Journal of Educational Psychology

"Their book brings together an impressive body of work spanning 20 years to explore how people
(children and adults) work together to solve problems and create new understandings, termed
'interthinking'. It is framed within sociocultural theory, has roots in Vygotsky's developmental theory
and brings together culture, social interaction, language and cognition. The authors develop this
account of individual development to provide what they call a 'preliminary sketch' of collective
thinking in groups." - Jane Barrett, The Open University, PLAT13(2)

About the Author

Karen Littleton is Professor of Psychology in Education at The Open University, where she currently
directs the Centre for Research in Education and Educational Technology. In 2010 she became Editor of
Routledge’s Psychology in Education book series.

Neil Mercer is Professor of Education and Chair of the Psychology and Education Group at the University
of Cambridge, having previously been Professor of Language and Communications at the Open University.
In 2011 he became Vice-President of the Cambridge college Hughes Hall.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Watkins:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Interthinking: Putting talk to work. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Interthinking:
Putting talk to work. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Melvin Belknap:

Exactly why? Because this Interthinking: Putting talk to work is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the



inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than
the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

David Giles:

This Interthinking: Putting talk to work is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Interthinking:
Putting talk to work in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that.
So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Joshua Allen:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This reserve Interthinking: Putting talk to work was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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