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For decades, liberal democracy has been extolled as the best system of
governance to have emerged out of the long experience of history. Today, such a
confident assertion is far from self-evident. Democracy, in crisis across the West,
must prove itself.

In the West today, the authors argue, we no longer live in "industrial
democracies," but "consumer democracies" in which the governing ethos has
ended up drowning households and governments in debt and resulted in
paralyzing partisanship. In contrast, the long-term focus of the decisive and
unified leadership of China is boldly moving its nation into the future. But China
also faces challenges arising from its meteoric rise. Its burgeoning middle class
will increasingly demand more participation, accountability of government,
curbing corruption and the rule of law.

As the 21st Century unfolds, both of these core systems of the global order must
contend with the same reality: a genuinely multi-polar world where no single
power dominates and in which societies themselves are becoming increasingly
diverse. The authors argue that a new system of "intelligent governance" is
required to meet these new challenges. To cope, the authors argue that both East
and West can benefit by adapting each other’s best practices. Examining this in
relation to widely varying political and cultural contexts, the authors quip that
while China must lighten up, the US must tighten up.

This highly timely volume is both a conceptual and practical guide of impressive
scope to the challenges of good governance as the world continues to undergo
profound transformation in the coming decades.
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For decades, liberal democracy has been extolled as the best system of governance to have emerged out of
the long experience of history. Today, such a confident assertion is far from self-evident. Democracy, in
crisis across the West, must prove itself.

In the West today, the authors argue, we no longer live in "industrial democracies," but "consumer
democracies" in which the governing ethos has ended up drowning households and governments in debt and
resulted in paralyzing partisanship. In contrast, the long-term focus of the decisive and unified leadership of
China is boldly moving its nation into the future. But China also faces challenges arising from its meteoric
rise. Its burgeoning middle class will increasingly demand more participation, accountability of government,
curbing corruption and the rule of law.

As the 21st Century unfolds, both of these core systems of the global order must contend with the same
reality: a genuinely multi-polar world where no single power dominates and in which societies themselves
are becoming increasingly diverse. The authors argue that a new system of "intelligent governance" is
required to meet these new challenges. To cope, the authors argue that both East and West can benefit by
adapting each other’s best practices. Examining this in relation to widely varying political and cultural
contexts, the authors quip that while China must lighten up, the US must tighten up.

This highly timely volume is both a conceptual and practical guide of impressive scope to the challenges of
good governance as the world continues to undergo profound transformation in the coming decades.
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Editorial Review

Review
Selected as one of the Financial Times' best books of 2012

"A fascinating book (and) a powerful sign of the times."
Financial Times

"This thought-provoking book is a great read and an important critique of modern times."
LSE Review of Books

"A brilliantly insightful and provocative book on the central issue of our time: effective governance. 
Democracies and autocratic systems are both at risk of failure on a broad front.  Berggruen and Gardels
courageously invite us and the next generation to tackle this problem head on, with humility and open
minds."
Michael Spence, Nobel laureate, Chairman of the World Bank Commission on Growth and
Development, and author of The Next Convergence

"Berggruen and Gardels bring invaluable insights into why our Western democracies have become so
dysfunctional. They argue that unless we develop a long-term governance perspective, today's 'consumer
democracy' will undermine its own future.  A brilliant starting point in an urgently needed discussion about
how we govern ourselves in this new era."
Arianna Huffington, Editor-in-Chief, Huffington Post/AOL

"Do we have something to learn from China's political experience? The authors breach the taboo and say yes,
imagining a political system that combines accountability and meritocracy and sketching an emergent
globalization that could reenergize multilateralism. Truly a thought-provoking book."
Pascal Lamy,  Director General of the World Trade Organization

"Drawing on precepts and practices from both West and East, Berggruen and Gardels provide a thoughtful
and attention-grabbing view on what constitutes 'intelligent governance'. Required reading for anyone
reflecting on how best to deal with the multiplying challenges faced by all our societies."
Zhang Weiwei, author of The China Wave: Rise of a Civilizational State

"The rise of the West once led to the subjugation of the East. Will the rise of the East lead inevitably to
another cycle of war and revolution in the world, or will we have the wisdom to break that cycle? This moral
challenge confronts each of us as political citizens of the planet we share, and Berggruen and Gardels put it
squarely before the reader."
George Yeo, former foreign minister of Singapore

About the Author
Nicolas Berggruen is President and Chairman of the Nicolas Berggruen Institute.
Nathan Gardels is Editor of New Perspectives Quarterly.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Ronquillo:

The book Intelligent Governance for the 21st Century: A Middle Way between West and East can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
best thing like a book Intelligent Governance for the 21st Century: A Middle Way between West and East?
A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Intelligent Governance for the 21st Century: A
Middle Way between West and East has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Erick Graf:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Intelligent Governance for the 21st Century: A
Middle Way between West and East can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one
book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let
us have Intelligent Governance for the 21st Century: A Middle Way between West and East.

Sherry Nicholson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Intelligent Governance for the 21st
Century: A Middle Way between West and East or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Intelligent Governance for the 21st Century:
A Middle Way between West and East to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Allison Lyon:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Intelligent Governance for the
21st Century: A Middle Way between West and East to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Intelligent Governance for the 21st Century:



A Middle Way between West and East can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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