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The nonfiction debut from the author of the international bestseller "Sacred
Games" about the surprising overlap between writing and computer coding

Vikram Chandra has been a computer programmer for almost as long as he has
been a novelist. In this extraordinary new book, his first work of nonfiction, he
searches for the connections between the worlds of art and technology. Coders
are obsessed with elegance and style, just as writers are, but do the words mean
the same thing to both? Can we ascribe beauty to the craft of writing code?
Exploring such varied topics as logic gates and literary modernism, the
machismo of tech geeks, the omnipresence of an "Indian Mafia" in Silicon
Valley, and the writings of the eleventh-century Kashmiri thinker
Abhinavagupta, "Geek Sublime" is both an idiosyncratic history of coding and a
fascinating meditation on the writer's art. Part literary essay, part technology
story, and part memoir, it is an engrossing, original, and heady book of sweeping
ideas.
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overlap between writing and computer coding

Vikram Chandra has been a computer programmer for almost as long as he has been a novelist. In this
extraordinary new book, his first work of nonfiction, he searches for the connections between the worlds of
art and technology. Coders are obsessed with elegance and style, just as writers are, but do the words mean
the same thing to both? Can we ascribe beauty to the craft of writing code?
Exploring such varied topics as logic gates and literary modernism, the machismo of tech geeks, the
omnipresence of an "Indian Mafia" in Silicon Valley, and the writings of the eleventh-century Kashmiri
thinker Abhinavagupta, "Geek Sublime" is both an idiosyncratic history of coding and a fascinating
meditation on the writer's art. Part literary essay, part technology story, and part memoir, it is an engrossing,
original, and heady book of sweeping ideas.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An unexpected tour de force. . . . Its ambition: to look deeply, and with great subtlety, into the connections
and tensions between the worlds--the cultures--of technology and art. The book becomes an exquisite
meditation on aesthetics, and meanwhile it is also part memoir, the story of a young man finding his way
from India to the West and back, and from literature to programming and back. . . . Programmers feel an
exhilarating creative mastery, and Chandra captures it.” ?James Gleick, The New York Times Book Review

“Geek Sublime dwells on Chandra's gripping personal narrative . . . as well as his sometimes spiritual
exploration of computer language, the ancient Vedas, and the way they share so many traits with fiction. In a
sense, it's like Zen and the Art of Software Maintenance. 'The past and present speak to us in languages we
refuse to hear,' he proclaims, and it's the book's most succinct statement of intent--not to mention its own
well-earned profundity.” ?NPR

“Chandra weaves a comprehensive understanding of the history, practice and art of programming into a
startling fabric. . . . It is a dazzle, from beginning to end. . . . Plenty of programmers consider themselves
artists, and plenty of writers presume to declaim about programming. But very, very few can comfortably
inhabit both worlds with such grace and precision. . . . There is so much to be fascinated by here.” ?Salon

“Chandra, brainy, delving, and spellbinding, delineates the intricacy and beauty of code. . . . As [he]
illuminates links between programming and literature in bedazzling elucidations of Sanskrit, linguistics,
aesthetics, and Hindu, Tantric, and Buddhist beliefs, he also conducts unique and heady inquiries into codes,
ethical as well as binary. Chandra's creative and elegant meshing of thought and experience, conscience and
storytelling nets both the profane and the sublime.” ?Booklist

About the Author

Vikram Chandra is the author of three highly acclaimed works of fiction, most recently "Sacred Games,"
which won the 2006 Hutch Crossword Award. Chandra lives in Oakland, California and teaches at the
University of California, Berkeley.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruby Martinez:

The book Geek Sublime: The Beauty of Code, the Code of Beauty make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Geek Sublime: The Beauty
of Code, the Code of Beauty being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and
read a book Geek Sublime: The Beauty of Code, the Code of Beauty. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?



Ronnie Correa:

Why? Because this Geek Sublime: The Beauty of Code, the Code of Beauty is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you
a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Gail Delamora:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Geek Sublime: The Beauty of Code, the Code of Beauty can be your answer since it can be read by
you who have those short time problems.

Luis Hahn:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Geek Sublime: The Beauty of Code, the Code of Beauty can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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