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For over a decade, Mainland China has been embarking on an ambitious nation-
wide education reform ('New Curriculum Reform') for its basic education. The
reform reflects China’s propensity to borrow selected educational policies from
elsewhere, particularly North America and Europe. Chinese scholars have used a
local proverb "the West wind has overpowered the East wind" to describe this
phenomenon of ‘looking West’.

But what do we mean by educational policy borrowing from the West?

What are the educational policies in China's new curriculum reform that are●

perceived to be borrowed from the West?

To what extent have the borrowed educational policies in China's new●

curriculum reform been accepted, modified, and rejected by the various
educational stakeholders?

How does culture influence the various educational stakeholders in China in●

interpreting and mediating educational policy borrowing from the West?

How do the findings of this study on China’s education reform inform and add●

to the existing theories on and approaches to on cross-cultural educational
policy borrowing?

This book answers the above questions by critically discussing China’s policy
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borrowing from the West through its current reform for primary and secondary
education. It presents the latest in-depth research findings from a three-year
empirical study (2013-2015) with school principals, teachers, students and other
educational stakeholders across China. This study offers new insights into
China’s educational policy borrowing from the West and international
implications on cross-cultural educational transfer for academics, policymakers
and educators.
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For over a decade, Mainland China has been embarking on an ambitious nation-wide education reform ('New
Curriculum Reform') for its basic education. The reform reflects China’s propensity to borrow selected
educational policies from elsewhere, particularly North America and Europe. Chinese scholars have used a
local proverb "the West wind has overpowered the East wind" to describe this phenomenon of ‘looking
West’.

But what do we mean by educational policy borrowing from the West?

What are the educational policies in China's new curriculum reform that are perceived to be borrowed from●

the West?

To what extent have the borrowed educational policies in China's new curriculum reform been accepted,●

modified, and rejected by the various educational stakeholders?

How does culture influence the various educational stakeholders in China in interpreting and mediating●

educational policy borrowing from the West?

How do the findings of this study on China’s education reform inform and add to the existing theories on●

and approaches to on cross-cultural educational policy borrowing?

This book answers the above questions by critically discussing China’s policy borrowing from the West
through its current reform for primary and secondary education. It presents the latest in-depth research
findings from a three-year empirical study (2013-2015) with school principals, teachers, students and other
educational stakeholders across China. This study offers new insights into China’s educational policy
borrowing from the West and international implications on cross-cultural educational transfer for academics,
policymakers and educators.
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Editorial Review

Review
This remarkable book contributes in multiple ways both to our understanding of current schooling
and educational issues in China, and of processes of educational and cultural borrowing, a core theme
in the field of Comparative Education. It is broad in scope as well as rich in empirical depth. ... I see
this book as bringing an unusual depth and richness to insights into the process of educational
borrowing, a core theme in the field of comparative education, also to the understanding of China’s
current educational reform process. -- Professor Ruth Hayhoe, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education,
University of Toronto (in Frontiers of Education, Volume 11, Issue 3)

About the Author

Charlene Tan is an associate professor at the Policy and Leadership Studies Academic Group, National
Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University. A visiting scholar at the Institute of International
and Comparative Education, Beijing Normal University in 2013, she has been teaching school leaders,
teachers and administrators from various parts of China since 2008.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Celia Norton:

The book Educational Policy Borrowing in China: Looking West or looking East? (Routledge Research in
International and Comparative Education) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Educational Policy Borrowing in China: Looking
West or looking East? (Routledge Research in International and Comparative Education)? A few of you have
a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Educational Policy Borrowing in China: Looking West or
looking East? (Routledge Research in International and Comparative Education) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read
a book. So it is very wonderful.

Juan Turgeon:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important usually. The book Educational Policy Borrowing in China: Looking
West or looking East? (Routledge Research in International and Comparative Education) had been making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages
for you. The reserve Educational Policy Borrowing in China: Looking West or looking East? (Routledge
Research in International and Comparative Education) is not only giving you far more new information but
also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your



book. Try to make relationship while using book Educational Policy Borrowing in China: Looking West or
looking East? (Routledge Research in International and Comparative Education). You never experience lose
out for everything when you read some books.

John Collins:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Educational Policy Borrowing in China: Looking West or looking East? (Routledge Research in
International and Comparative Education), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Loren Hatmaker:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Educational Policy Borrowing in China: Looking West or looking
East? (Routledge Research in International and Comparative Education) was filled about science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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