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No pastor sets out to fail, but statistics say 15 to 20 percent of pastors leave
pastoral ministry within the first five years. One seminary administrator said that
every person he had heard of leaving the ministry had done so because of a
relationship failure. We cannot escape relationships in ministry, yet few
seminaries offer courses in how to build healthy relationships. The assumption is
that the type of person who is called to ministry will have all the "people skills"
they need, which sadly is not always true. n Blessed Connections, seminary
professor Judith Schwanz focuses on the person of the minister and the relational
system of the minister's life. She spotlights three areas of connection--
relationship with self, relationships with other people, and relationship with God.
Attending to these three primary connections will strengthen the pastor and
cushion her or him against the pressures and stresses of daily ministry. Blessed
Connections is ideal for seminary students and new pastors and includes
"Assessment Journal" questions at the end of each chapter for personal
application.
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No pastor sets out to fail, but statistics say 15 to 20 percent of pastors leave pastoral ministry within the first
five years. One seminary administrator said that every person he had heard of leaving the ministry had done
so because of a relationship failure. We cannot escape relationships in ministry, yet few seminaries offer
courses in how to build healthy relationships. The assumption is that the type of person who is called to
ministry will have all the "people skills" they need, which sadly is not always true. n Blessed Connections,
seminary professor Judith Schwanz focuses on the person of the minister and the relational system of the
minister's life. She spotlights three areas of connection--relationship with self, relationships with other
people, and relationship with God. Attending to these three primary connections will strengthen the pastor
and cushion her or him against the pressures and stresses of daily ministry. Blessed Connections is ideal for
seminary students and new pastors and includes "Assessment Journal" questions at the end of each chapter
for personal application.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Relationships bring vitality and life to our daily existence. Relationships also bring longevity; they sustain
us over time, enhancing the likelihood that we will not only survive but thrive in lifelong ministry.
Connection brings life."

About the Author
Judith Schwanz is Professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling at Nazarene Theological Seminary in Kansas
City, Missouri. She holds a Ph.D. from Portland State University as well as degrees from Northwestern
University and Western Evangelical Seminary. She is a Certified Administrator of the Myers-Briggs Type
Indicator and has served in both the local parish and a private counseling practice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the book untitled Blessed Connections: Relationships that Sustain Vital Ministry can
be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Kenny Hardy:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Blessed Connections: Relationships that Sustain Vital
Ministry, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Jodi Dunn:

The book untitled Blessed Connections: Relationships that Sustain Vital Ministry contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to



read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it.
Have a nice examine.

Wesley Baker:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through
searching from it. It is known as of book Blessed Connections: Relationships that Sustain Vital Ministry.
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one destination to other place.
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