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Based on the author's fieldwork in Ghana with the Asante and Denkyira ntahera
trumpeters, this book draws on interviews, field recordings, oral traditions,
written accounts, archaeological evidence, transcriptions and linguistic analyses
to situate the Asante trumpet tradition in historical culture. There are seven ivory
trumpet ensembles in residence at the Asante Manhyia Palace in Kumase, and
ivory trumpets are blown at every Akan court. The Asante trumpets, which are
made from elephant tusks, are symbols of Asante strength and have an important
role in Asante cosmology. Surrogate speech is performed via lipped tones
through a tusk in praise of the Asante royal ancestors and the living Asante king.
This book contains transcriptions and analyses of surrogate speech texts and their
accompanying ensemble songs. When several ensembles play simultaneously as
a representation of power, they make staggered entrances, beginning separate
songs in order. This results in a simultaneous performance of separate songs.
This phenomenon, which Kaminski has termed 'sound-barrage', is an ancient
aesthetic, and is performed to protect the kingdom and the ancestors. It is both
spiritual and acoustical. This 'sound barrage' is believed to act in the
metaphysical world, dispelling evil spirits from court rituals, ancestor
venerations, and funerals, for there is a spirit in the sound.
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Based on the author's fieldwork in Ghana with the Asante and Denkyira ntahera trumpeters, this book draws
on interviews, field recordings, oral traditions, written accounts, archaeological evidence, transcriptions and
linguistic analyses to situate the Asante trumpet tradition in historical culture. There are seven ivory trumpet
ensembles in residence at the Asante Manhyia Palace in Kumase, and ivory trumpets are blown at every
Akan court. The Asante trumpets, which are made from elephant tusks, are symbols of Asante strength and
have an important role in Asante cosmology. Surrogate speech is performed via lipped tones through a tusk
in praise of the Asante royal ancestors and the living Asante king. This book contains transcriptions and
analyses of surrogate speech texts and their accompanying ensemble songs. When several ensembles play
simultaneously as a representation of power, they make staggered entrances, beginning separate songs in
order. This results in a simultaneous performance of separate songs. This phenomenon, which Kaminski has
termed 'sound-barrage', is an ancient aesthetic, and is performed to protect the kingdom and the ancestors. It
is both spiritual and acoustical. This 'sound barrage' is believed to act in the metaphysical world, dispelling
evil spirits from court rituals, ancestor venerations, and funerals, for there is a spirit in the sound.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Joseph S. Kaminski is a trumpeter who researched ntahera and other ivory trumpet music in Ghana. He first
approached ethnomusicology as a musician, performing on cruise ships and touring the world for over a
decade with orchestras and popular music groups. His Ph.D. in ethnomusicology is from Kent State
University, with an M.A. from Hunter College, an M.M. from Manhattan School of Music, and a B.A. in
anthropology from the College of Staten Island. He currently teaches World Music at the College of Staten
Island, Long Island University, Wagner College, and Hudson County Community College, and he is active
in various ethnic music performance practices in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley Washington:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Asante Ntahera Trumpets in Ghana:
Culture, Tradition, and Sound Barrage (SOAS Musicology Series).

Cedric Baker:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Asante Ntahera Trumpets in
Ghana: Culture, Tradition, and Sound Barrage (SOAS Musicology Series) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Julie Tice:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Asante Ntahera
Trumpets in Ghana: Culture, Tradition, and Sound Barrage (SOAS Musicology Series) suitable to you? The
book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Asante Ntahera Trumpets in
Ghana: Culture, Tradition, and Sound Barrage (SOAS Musicology Series)is one of several books in which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a



large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Rigoberto Adams:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Asante Ntahera Trumpets in Ghana: Culture,
Tradition, and Sound Barrage (SOAS Musicology Series) can give you a lot of friends because by you taking
a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have Asante Ntahera Trumpets in Ghana: Culture, Tradition, and Sound Barrage
(SOAS Musicology Series).
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