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Why are today's adults more like adolescents, in their dress and personal tastes,
than ever before? Why do so many adults seem to drift and avoid responsibilities
such as work and family? As the traditional family breaks down and marriage
and child rearing are delayed, what makes a person an adult?

Many people in the industrial West are simply not "growing up" in the traditional
sense. Instead, they pursue personal, individual fulfillment and emerge from a
vague and prolonged youth into a vague and insecure adulthood. The transition to
adulthood is becoming more hazardous, and the destination is becoming more
difficult to reach, if it is reached at all.

Arrested Adulthood examines the variety of young people's responses to this
new situation. James E. Côté shows us adults who allow the profit-driven
industries of mass culture to provide the structure that is missing, as their lives
become more individualistic and atomized. He also shows adults who resist
anomie and build their world around their sense of personal connectedness to
others. Finally, Côté provides a vision of a truly progressive society in which all
members can develop their potentials apart from the influence of the market. In
so doing, he gives us a clearer vision of what it means to be an adult and makes
sense of the longest, but least understood period of the life course.
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many adults seem to drift and avoid responsibilities such as work and family? As the traditional family
breaks down and marriage and child rearing are delayed, what makes a person an adult?

Many people in the industrial West are simply not "growing up" in the traditional sense. Instead, they pursue
personal, individual fulfillment and emerge from a vague and prolonged youth into a vague and insecure
adulthood. The transition to adulthood is becoming more hazardous, and the destination is becoming more
difficult to reach, if it is reached at all.

Arrested Adulthood examines the variety of young people's responses to this new situation. James E. Côté
shows us adults who allow the profit-driven industries of mass culture to provide the structure that is
missing, as their lives become more individualistic and atomized. He also shows adults who resist anomie
and build their world around their sense of personal connectedness to others. Finally, Côté provides a vision
of a truly progressive society in which all members can develop their potentials apart from the influence of
the market. In so doing, he gives us a clearer vision of what it means to be an adult and makes sense of the
longest, but least understood period of the life course.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Sociologists will appreciate [Côté's] attempt at showing the social and structural roots of and consequences
for unbridled consumerism."

-Contemporary Sociology

About the Author

JAMES E. CÔTÉ is Professor of Sociology at the University of Western Ontario and is the author of
Generation on Hold: Coming of Age in the Late Twentieth Century (also available from NYU Press).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Gilbert:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Arrested Adulthood: The Changing Nature of Maturity and
Identity why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Sang O\'Connor:

The book untitled Arrested Adulthood: The Changing Nature of Maturity and Identity contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author.
The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Brandon Francis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that



recommended for your requirements is Arrested Adulthood: The Changing Nature of Maturity and Identity
this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all
of you.

Colin Wegner:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Arrested Adulthood: The
Changing Nature of Maturity and Identity which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.
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