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The purpose of this book is to call for a wholesale rethinking of the way that
markets treat both the labour and natural resources on which we all depend. It
reveals how economic analysis justifies self-defeating policies that encourage
wanton use of the environment and callous abuse of the least advantaged
labourers. From Adam Smith to the present day, economic theory has short-
changed the workers most crucial to the functioning of human life and offered
skewed views of scarcity and extraction. Perelman will show how this approach
has produced a discipline in which its followers' models and representations of
the world around them are so removed from reality that continuing to abide by
them would jeopardize both human capabilities and nature itself.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Why do those whose work is most essential, such as farm workers, earn the least? Why are natural
resources exploited in ways that do not take account of their scarcity? These are the disarmingly
straightforward questions that dissident economist Michael Perelman directs at the discipline of economics -
exploring the whole history of its development in his search for answers. In the process he has created one of
the most revealing and accessible critiques of the narrow mind-set that constitutes conventional economics.
The Perverse Economy is a bright light in the tradition of modern ecological critique." - John Bellamy
Foster, Co-editor, Monthly Review, Professor, Sociology, University of Oregon Author, Ecology Against
Capitalism

"Perelman's crystal-clear style, judicious mixture of historical and contemporary examples, and impassioned
orientation to the public and policy makers make this book about markets, society and environment the most
relevant recent work of its type. He remains at the leading edge of progressive economic thought, and in the
process serves a great many of us unfailingly as a political and moral compass. Indeed, with this work, the
broader study of scarcity will never be the same." - Patrick Bond,, Professor, Graduate School of Public and
Development Management, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg

A valuable critique of mainstream economics, ideal for classroom use. The focus is on the failures of
economic theory - of which there are many more than the typical economist will admit - especially in the
realm of the demand and supply of inputs, including, "capital." Perelman is, as he should be, extra tough on
the economists' capital theory and also the treatment of inequality, scarcity, and environment. - James
O'Conner, University of California, Santa Cruz

From the Inside Flap
"Why do those whose work is most essential, such as farm workers, earn the least? Why are natural
resources exploited in ways that do not take account of their scarcity? These are the disarmingly
straightforward questions that dissident economist Michael Perelman directs at the discipline of economics--
exploring the whole history of its development in his search for answers. In the process he has created one of
the most revealing and accessible critiques of the narrow mind-set that constitutes conventional economics.
The Perverse Economy is a bright light in the tradition of modern ecological critique."--John Bellamy Foster,
Co-editor, "Monthly Review," Professor, Sociology, University of Oregon Author, "Ecology Against
Capitalism"
"Perelman's crystal-clear style, judicious mixture of historical and contemporary examples, and impassioned
orientation to the public and policy makers make this book about markets, society and environment the most
relevant recent work of its type. He remains at the leading edge of progressive economic thought, and in the
process serves a great many of us unfailingly as a political and moral compass. Indeed, with this work, the
broader study of scarcity will never be the same."--Patrick Bond,, Professor, Graduate School of Public and
Development Management, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg
A valuable critique of mainstream economics, ideal for classroom use. The focus is on the failures of
economic theory -- of which there are many more than the typical economist will admit -- especially in the
realm of the demand and supply of inputs, including, "capital." Perelman is, as he should be, extra tough on
the economists' capital theory and also the treatment of inequality, scarcity, and environment.-- James



O'Conner, University of California, Santa Cruz

About the Author
MICHAEL PERELMAN is Professor of Economics at California State University at Chico, USA. His books
include Steal This Idea, Class Warfare in the Information Age, Pathology of the US Economy Revisited and
Transcending the Economy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Perverse
Economy: The Impact of Markets on People and the Environment suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Perverse Economy: The Impact of Markets
on People and the Environmentis one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Sandra Davis:

The book The Perverse Economy: The Impact of Markets on People and the Environment will bring that you
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Perverse Economy: The
Impact of Markets on People and the Environment is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Judith Bradshaw:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time,
we will say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read is definitely The Perverse Economy: The Impact of Markets on People and
the Environment.

Clara Radtke:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to
as of book The Perverse Economy: The Impact of Markets on People and the Environment. You can



contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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