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Critical realism is a philosophy of science that positions itself against the major
aternative philosophies underlying contemporary sociology. This book offersa
general critique of sociology, particularly sociology in the United States, from a
critical realist perspective. It also acts as an introduction to critical realism for
students and scholars of sociology. Written in alively, accessible style, Douglas
V. Porpora argues that sociology currently operates with deficient accounts of
truth, culture, structure, agency, and causality that are all better served by a
critical realist perspective. This approach argues against the alternative
sociological perspectives, in particular the dominant positivism which privileges
statistical techniques and experimental design over ethnographic and historical
approaches. However, the book also compares critical realism favourably with a
range of other approaches, including poststructuralism, pragmatism,
interpretivism, practice theory, and relational sociology. Numerous sociological
examples are included, and each chapter addresses well-known and current work
in sociology.
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underlying contemporary sociology. This book offers a general critique of sociology, particularly sociology
in the United States, from a critical realist perspective. It also acts as an introduction to critical realism for
students and scholars of sociology. Written in alively, accessible style, Douglas V. Porpora argues that
sociology currently operates with deficient accounts of truth, culture, structure, agency, and causality that are
all better served by acritical realist perspective. This approach argues against the alternative sociological
perspectives, in particular the dominant positivism which privileges statistical techniques and experimental
design over ethnographic and historical approaches. However, the book also compares critical realism
favourably with arange of other approaches, including poststructuralism, pragmatism, interpretivism,
practice theory, and relational sociology. Numerous sociological examples are included, and each chapter
addresses well-known and current work in sociology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Critical realismis hard to categorize. It appears to be a philosophy of science, which Porporathinks
sociology should adopt ... Sociologists should abandon the vision of 'value neutrality' and instead proudly
proclaim themselves as engaged and trying to transform the world. Summing up: recommended. Upper-
division undergraduates and above."

Y. R. Magrass, Choice

About the Author
Douglas V. Porporais a Professor of Sociology at Drexel University, Philadelphia. His previous publications
include Post-Ethical Society: The Iraqg War, Abu Ghraib, and the Moral Failure of the Secular (2013).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
AgnesHiga:

The book Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book
Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach to be your habit, you can get alot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like available and read a publication Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist
Approach. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopediaor others. So, how do
you think about this guide?

Bonnie Boyd:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer associated with Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach content conveys the idea
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but
it just different such asit. So, do you still thinking Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach
isnot loveable to be your top record reading book?

Eileen Moore:

The book with title Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach has alot of information that
you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new understanding the



information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

George Williams:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Reconstructing Sociology: The Critical Realist Approach was filled
about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike today, many waysto get book you wanted.
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