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Kara Walker is among the most complex and prolific American artists of her
generation. Over the past decade, she has gained international recognition for her
room-sized tableaux, which depict historical narratives haunted by sexuality,
violence and subjugation and are made using the paradoxically genteel
eighteenth-century art of cut-paper silhouettes. Set in the antebellum American
South, Walker's compositions play off of stereotypes to portray, often
grotesquely, life on the plantation, where masters, mistresses and slave men,
women and children enact a subverted version of the past in an attempt to
reconfigure their status and representation. Over the years, the artist has used
drawing, painting, colored-light projections, writing, shadow puppetry, and, most
recently, film animation to narrate her tales of romance, sadism, oppression and
liberation. Her scenarios thwart conventional readings of a cohesive national
history and expose the collective, and ongoing, psychological injury caused by
the tragic legacy of slavery. Deploying an acidic sense of humor, Walker
examines the dialectics of pleasure and danger, guilt and fulfillment, desire and
fear, race and class. This landmark publication, which is sure to win international
design awards, accompanies Walker's first major American museum survey. It
features critical essays by Philippe Vergne, Sander L. Gilman, Thomas
McEvilley, Robert Storr and Kevin Young, as well as an illustrated lexicon of
recurring themes and motifs in the artist's most influential installations by Yasmil
Raymond, more than 200 full-color images, an extensive exhibition history and
bibliography, and a 36-page insert by the artist.
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Kara Walker is among the most complex and prolific American artists of her generation. Over the past
decade, she has gained international recognition for her room-sized tableaux, which depict historical
narratives haunted by sexuality, violence and subjugation and are made using the paradoxically genteel
eighteenth-century art of cut-paper silhouettes. Set in the antebellum American South, Walker's compositions
play off of stereotypes to portray, often grotesquely, life on the plantation, where masters, mistresses and
slave men, women and children enact a subverted version of the past in an attempt to reconfigure their status
and representation. Over the years, the artist has used drawing, painting, colored-light projections, writing,
shadow puppetry, and, most recently, film animation to narrate her tales of romance, sadism, oppression and
liberation. Her scenarios thwart conventional readings of a cohesive national history and expose the
collective, and ongoing, psychological injury caused by the tragic legacy of slavery. Deploying an acidic
sense of humor, Walker examines the dialectics of pleasure and danger, guilt and fulfillment, desire and fear,
race and class. This landmark publication, which is sure to win international design awards, accompanies
Walker's first major American museum survey. It features critical essays by Philippe Vergne, Sander L.
Gilman, Thomas McEvilley, Robert Storr and Kevin Young, as well as an illustrated lexicon of recurring
themes and motifs in the artist's most influential installations by Yasmil Raymond, more than 200 full-color
images, an extensive exhibition history and bibliography, and a 36-page insert by the artist.
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Editorial Review

Review
Minneapolis: Walker Art Center, 2/17/07-5/13/07

Los Angeles: UCLA Hammer Museum, 2/17/08-5/11/08

New York: Whitney Museum of American Art, 11/11/07-2/3/07

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Hopkins:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy,
My Oppressor, My Love book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Erin Marshall:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Kara Walker: My
Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My Love suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor,
My Loveis the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core
of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Norma Eberhart:

The reserve with title Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My Love contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.



Donald Lewis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor,
My Love why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.
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