De Kooning: A Retrospective

By John Elderfield

Read Online ©

De Kooning: A Retrospective By John Elderfield

Published in conjunction with the first large-scale, multi-medium, posthumous
retrospective of Willem de Kooning's career, this publication offers an
unparalleled opportunity to appreciate the development of the artist's work asit
unfolded over nearly seven decades, beginning with his early academic works,
made in Holland before he moved to the United States in 1926, and concluding
with hisfinal, sparely abstract paintings of the late 1980s. The volume presents
approximately 200 paintings, scul ptures, drawings and prints, covering the full
diversity of de Kooning's art and placing his many masterpieces in the context of
acomplex and fascinating pictorial practice. Anintroductory essay by John
Elderfield, MoOMA's Chief Curator Emeritus of Painting and Sculpture, provides
an in-depth exploration of de Kooning's development, context and sources,
theory of art and working methods. Sections devoted to particular areas of the
artist's oeuvre provide an illustrated chronology of the period and a brief
introduction, as well as detailed entries on groups of works. With lavish, full-
color documentation, this landmark publication is the most complete account of
de Kooning's artistic career to date.

Willem de K ooning was born in Rotterdam, The Netherlands in 1904, and
moved to the United States in 1926. His early figurative painting slowly gained
attention, and his black-and-white abstractions of the late 1940s made him a
leader among the New Y ork Abstract Expressionists; but the early 1950s Woman
paintings made him famous for the violence of their depiction. De Kooning
moved to Long Island in 1963, working in both abstract and figurative styles
through the 1980s. He died in 1997.
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Published in conjunction with the first large-scale, multi-medium, posthumous retrospective of Willem de
Kooning's career, this publication offers an unparalleled opportunity to appreciate the development of the
artist'swork asit unfolded over nearly seven decades, beginning with his early academic works, madein
Holland before he moved to the United States in 1926, and concluding with his final, sparely abstract
paintings of the late 1980s. The volume presents approximately 200 paintings, sculptures, drawings and
prints, covering the full diversity of de Kooning's art and placing his many masterpiecesin the context of a
complex and fascinating pictorial practice. An introductory essay by John Elderfield, MoMA's Chief Curator
Emeritus of Painting and Sculpture, provides an in-depth exploration of de Kooning's development, context
and sources, theory of art and working methods. Sections devoted to particular areas of the artist's oeuvre
provide an illustrated chronology of the period and a brief introduction, as well as detailed entries on groups
of works. With lavish, full-color documentation, this landmark publication is the most compl ete account of
de Kooning's artistic career to date.

Willem de K ooning was born in Rotterdam, The Netherlandsin 1904, and moved to the United Statesin
1926. His early figurative painting slowly gained attention, and his black-and-white abstractions of the late
1940s made him aleader among the New Y ork Abstract Expressionists; but the early 1950s Woman
paintings made him famous for the violence of their depiction. De Kooning moved to Long Island in 1963,
working in both abstract and figurative styles through the 1980s. He died in 1997.
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Editorial Review

Review

Elderfield (emer., MOMA) offers an introductory essay that analyzes early critical approaches to the artist
and acquaints readers with the spatial complexities of de Kooning's paintings. Dwelling upon de Kooning's
use of preparatory sketches and recycled pictorial elements, the author deflates the rhetoric of action painting
that has oversimplified the artist's work. Subsequent essays by Elderfield, Mahony, and Jennifer Field offer
erudite studies of everything from the WPA works and the "Woman" series to de Kooning's "full arm"
"urban landscapes" and the torqued ribbons of his late canvases. Thisis a catalogue about biography, sources
(many of them from pre-modern painting), process, form, and-particularly in the studies of major works by
conservationists Jim Coddington and Susan F. Lake-materials...the many reproductions are invaluable, and
Del phine Huisinga's meticulous chronologies are a boon to researchers. (S. K. Rich Choice)

This volume magnifies and clarifies the great exhibition's many facets, honoring the complexity of de
Kooning's historical presence and his work's lasting fascination. Short essays examine various aspects of
nine distinct phases of his career; to each phase is appended a detailed chronology and an analysis of
materials and methods used in a single representative canvas. In hisidiosyncratic syntax, de Kooning once
described himself asa"dipping glimpser,” referring to his preference for the incomplete or provisional
information that a dynamic viewpoint affords, and this teeming book aptly provides dipping glimpses of one
of the giants of 20th-century painting. (Maine Stephen Art in America)

"DeKooning: A Retrospective" is a superlative exhibition. (Its catalogue is equally fantastic.) (Tyler Green
Modern Art Notes/ARTINFO)

Bring open eyes and an open mind, for if you cherish the ox of any aesthetic of ideological bias, de Kooning
will goreit. (Peter Schjeldahl The New Yorker)

The Museum of Modern Art's generous, even prodigal De K ooning retrospective is the most ambitious show
New York has seen in along time - alavish, knotty and definitive tribute to atricky and alloyed genius.
(AriellaBudick Financial Times)

"...thefirst comprehensive look at de Kooning's work in nearly 30 years..." (Carol Vogel The New York
Times)

"DeKooning: A Retrospective," at the Museum of Madern Art, is the most piercing, inexhaustible, and
relentlessly intense full-on career survey | have ever seen in this country. (Jerry Saltz New York Magazine)

If you are looking for something jaw-dropping, then look no further than this sprawling retrospective
devoted to one of the most important figures in 20th century American painting. (Carolina Miranda WNYC
Culture)

Predictably awe-inspiring... In its scale, créme-de-la-créme editing and processional sweep, it's MoMA in
excelsis, and for many people it will probably represent this ingtitution's history-writing at its best. (Holland
Cotter The New York Times)

The first retrospective since de Kooning's death in 1997, it will give us our first opportunity to experience the
artist from start to almost-finish. (Kelly Devine Thomas ARThews)



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Elmer Pereira:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take ago
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled De Kooning: A
Retrospective? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Deborah Ayers:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book De Kooning: A Retrospective ended up being making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages
for you. The guide De Kooning: A Retrospectiveis not only giving you more new information but also to get
your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with all the book De Kooning: A Retrospective. You never sense lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Dorothy Stanek:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this De Kooning: A
Retrospective book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the detailsin this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Virginia White:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be study. De Kooning: A Retrospective can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
you actually who have those short extratime problems.
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