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In the popular imagination, the Caribbean islands represent tropical paradise.
This image, which draws millions of tourists to the region annually, underlies the
efforts of many environmentalists to protect Caribbean coral reefs, mangroves,
and rainforests. However, a dark side to Caribbean environmentalism lies beyond
the tourist's view in urban areas where the islands' poorer citizens suffer from
exposure to garbage, untreated sewage, and air pollution.

Concrete Jungles explores the reasons why these issues tend to be ignored,
demonstrating how mainstream environmentalism reflects and reproduces class
and race inequalities. Based on over a decade of research in Kingston, Jamaica
and Willemstad, Curaçao, Rivke Jaffe contrasts the environmentalism of largely
middle-class professionals with the environmentalism of inner-city residents. The
book combines a sophisticated discussion of the politics of difference with rich
ethnographic detail, including vivid depictions of Caribbean ghettos and elite
enclaves. Jaffe also extends her analysis beyond ethnographic research, seeking
to understand the role of colonial history in shaping the current trends in
pollution and urban space.

A thorough analysis of the hidden inequalities of mainstream environmentalism,
Concrete Jungles provides a political ecology of urban pollution with significant
implications for the future of environmentalism.
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millions of tourists to the region annually, underlies the efforts of many environmentalists to protect
Caribbean coral reefs, mangroves, and rainforests. However, a dark side to Caribbean environmentalism lies
beyond the tourist's view in urban areas where the islands' poorer citizens suffer from exposure to garbage,
untreated sewage, and air pollution.

Concrete Jungles explores the reasons why these issues tend to be ignored, demonstrating how mainstream
environmentalism reflects and reproduces class and race inequalities. Based on over a decade of research in
Kingston, Jamaica and Willemstad, Curaçao, Rivke Jaffe contrasts the environmentalism of largely middle-
class professionals with the environmentalism of inner-city residents. The book combines a sophisticated
discussion of the politics of difference with rich ethnographic detail, including vivid depictions of Caribbean
ghettos and elite enclaves. Jaffe also extends her analysis beyond ethnographic research, seeking to
understand the role of colonial history in shaping the current trends in pollution and urban space.

A thorough analysis of the hidden inequalities of mainstream environmentalism, Concrete Jungles provides a
political ecology of urban pollution with significant implications for the future of environmentalism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Rivke Jaffe is an Associate Professor at the Centre for Urban Studies at the University of Amsterdam.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Gutierrez:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
Concrete Jungles: Urban Pollution and the Politics of Difference in the Caribbean (Global and Comparative
Ethnography) book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Francisca Varney:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you don't
know which you should start with. This Concrete Jungles: Urban Pollution and the Politics of Difference in
the Caribbean (Global and Comparative Ethnography) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Bernice Cofield:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Concrete Jungles: Urban Pollution and the Politics of
Difference in the Caribbean (Global and Comparative Ethnography), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.



Ivan Dinkel:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
Concrete Jungles: Urban Pollution and the Politics of Difference in the Caribbean (Global and Comparative
Ethnography) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative
person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt
to change your life at this time book Concrete Jungles: Urban Pollution and the Politics of Difference in the
Caribbean (Global and Comparative Ethnography). You can more desirable than now.
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