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Based on the author's more than 50 years of experience as a professional
historian in academic and other capacities, Being a Historian is addressed to both
aspiring and mature historians. It offers an overview of the state of the discipline
of history today and the problems that confront it and its practitioners in many
professions. James M. Banner Jr. argues that historians remain inadequately
prepared for their rapidly changing professional world and that the discipline as a
whole has yet to confront many of its deficiencies. He also argues that, no longer
needing to conform automatically to the academic ideal, historians can now more
safely and productively than ever before adapt to their own visions,
temperaments, and goals as they take up their responsibilities as scholars,
teachers, and public practitioners. Critical while also optimistic, this work
suggests many topics for further scholarly and professional exploration, research,
and debate.
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Editorial Review

Review
"At once a strong advocate and an impassioned critic of the historical profession, James Banner insists in
specific and telling ways that history's mansion has many rooms and a public responsibility. What a shame
that so many historians are crowded into one room and cut off from our public. All historians, all humanists,
should read this book." -Thomas Bender, New York University

"Being a Historian ranges widely and expertly over the past and present forms of historical work. It's the
only book I know that offers anything like a survey of the multiple forms of historical practice in
contemporary America, and seeks to put them into context. This book is sharp and up-to-date, and it will
help to set off discussions that the historical profession and the nation's history departments need to hold." -
Anthony Grafton, Princeton University

"James Banner is history's Dutch uncle. His Being a Historian, which examines developments, problems, and
issues in the field over the last several decades, pulls no punches and should be required reading for those
contemplating careers in history, as well as their teachers and mentors. But readers should not assume that
Banner is here making a plea for returning to a mythical or imagined golden age in history-far from it.
Informed by an impressive command of recent research and writing on history, as well as a lifetime of varied
experience as an historian, Banner finds much about which to be optimistic. His chapter on public history is
one of the most perceptive and informed analyses I have seen to date of how the field has developed,
including its growing pains and problems, as well as its promise for enhancing historical scholarship and the
practice of history in the future. Leaders in the field, for whom public history has become a major focus of
interest, would do well to give this work serious attention." -Arnita A. Jones, Executive Director Emerita,
American Historical Association

About the Author
James M. Banner, Jr holds a B.A. from Yale and a Ph.D. from Columbia, where he studied with Richard
Hofstadter. From 1966 to 1980, he was a member of the history department at Princeton University, which
he left to found the American Association for the Advancement of the Humanities. He has also been a book
publisher and foundation officer. A former Guggenheim Fellow, fellow of the Charles Warren Center for
Studies in American History at Harvard, member of the board of directors of the American Council of
Learned Societies and Fulbright Visiting Professor of American History at Charles University, Prague, he is
the author of many books and essays in American history, education and public affairs. He has written for
the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal and other newspapers. His most recent works include, with
Harold C. Cannon, The Elements of Teaching and The Elements of Learning, and Becoming Historians,
edited with John R. Gillis. He is also the editor of A Century of American Historiography. Banner was a co-
founder of the History News Service and of the National History Center.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

The book Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World of History give you a sense of



feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
studying a book Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World of History for being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book Being a Historian: An
Introduction to the Professional World of History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Alan Torrez:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Being a Historian: An Introduction to the
Professional World of History book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Michael Bradley:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional
World of History as your daily resource information.

Amy Osburn:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Being a Historian: An Introduction to the
Professional World of History was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World of History has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Download and Read Online Being a Historian: An Introduction to
the Professional World of History By James M. Banner Jr
#4GTPMUK1SDY



Read Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World
of History By James M. Banner Jr for online ebook

Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World of History By James M. Banner Jr Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World of History
By James M. Banner Jr books to read online.

Online Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World of History By
James M. Banner Jr ebook PDF download

Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World of History By James M. Banner Jr Doc

Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World of History By James M. Banner Jr Mobipocket

Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World of History By James M. Banner Jr EPub

4GTPMUK1SDY: Being a Historian: An Introduction to the Professional World of History By James M. Banner Jr


