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The cloth edition of Assia Djebar's Women of Algiers in Their Apartment, her
first work to be published in English, was named by the American Literary
Translators Association as an ALTA Outstanding Translation of the Year. Now
available in paperback, this collection of three long stories, three short ones, and
a theoretical postface by one of North Africa's leading writers depicts the plight
of urban Algerian women who have thrown off the shackles of colonialism only
to face a postcolonial regime that denies and subjugates them even as it
celebrates the liberation of men. Denounced in Algeria for its political criticism,
Djebar's book quickly sold out its first printing of 15,000 copies in France and
was hugely popular in Italy. Her stylistically innovative, lyrical stories address
the cloistering of women, the implications of reticence, the connection of
language to oppression, and the impact of war on both women and men. The
Afterword by Clarisse Zimra includes an illuminating interview with Djebar.
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The cloth edition of Assia Djebar's Women of Algiers in Their Apartment, her first work to be published in
English, was named by the American Literary Translators Association as an ALTA Outstanding Translation
of the Year. Now available in paperback, this collection of three long stories, three short ones, and a
theoretical postface by one of North Africa's leading writers depicts the plight of urban Algerian women who
have thrown off the shackles of colonialism only to face a postcolonial regime that denies and subjugates
them even as it celebrates the liberation of men. Denounced in Algeria for its political criticism, Djebar's
book quickly sold out its first printing of 15,000 copies in France and was hugely popular in Italy. Her
stylistically innovative, lyrical stories address the cloistering of women, the implications of reticence, the
connection of language to oppression, and the impact of war on both women and men. The Afterword by
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Like the 19th-century Delacroix paintings of harem women from which it takes its title, this collection of six
stories and an essay--published in 1980 in French--depicts moments in the lives of Algerian women. More
than a century after Delacroix, and three decades after Algeria won its political independence from France,
these Muslim women are still cultural prisoners. In the long title story, Sarah is only one of many characters
straddling past and present: scarred from years of torture and prison, now married (to a man she chose for
herself) and making a documentary about Algiers, she still goes to the Turkish baths and participates in the
old rituals. Like her creator, she can "see only one single way to unblock everything: talk, talk without
stopping . . . " The author of seven novels and the scripts for two films, Djebar records the talk: "Fragmented,
remembered, reconstituted conversations . . . Fictitious accounts . . . uttered from lips beneath a mask." Even
in translation the prose can be vividly pictorial as well as poetic, but it also tends to be opaque, and--aside
from those of one or two shorter pieces--the story lines are hard to follow. In an essay and an interview with
Djebar, Zimra provides biographical information and also conveys Djebar's intense personal voice.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The subjects of the title--after the painting of the same name by Delacroix depicting a 19th-century Algerian
harem scene--have witnessed little change in their status during the century separating the two works. The
post-colonial culture and political order have alienated women and perpetuated the male-dominated society
in spite of the active role Algerian women played during the struggle for independence. Stories like "There Is
No Exile" and "The Dead Speak" reflect how women of Algiers and elsewhere in Muslim countries have
been taken in. Though denounced in Algeria for some time because of its criticism of the social and political
establishment, this collection, written in French between 1959 and 1978, has had great success in France and
Italy. Recommended for most libraries.
- Ali Houissa, Cornell Univ., Ithaca, N.Y.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Algerian-born writer and filmmaker Djebar... makes her American debut with a collection offering
memorable portraits of Arabic women in a time of change. Spanning the years 1958 to 1979, a period when
Algeria fought a bitter war of independence from France and experienced a socialist revolution, Djebar's
stories are intended to be 'the voice of all the women they've kept walled in' in Islamic society.... As much a
critique as a picture of [this] society, Djebar's debut?plus its informative afterword?is an elegant and
evocative introduction to a too little-known world.

(Kirkus Reviews)

A vivid and poignant picture of what goes on behind the veils imposed by Algeria's Islamic society.

(Choice)

Anyone into postcolonial fiction won't find better alternatives, even on a sunny day, than reading Djebar.



(Voice Literary Supplement)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Suzanne Crider:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Women of Algiers in Their Apartment (CARAF
Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French) ended up being making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-
book Women of Algiers in Their Apartment (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated
from the French) is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the
book Women of Algiers in Their Apartment (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated
from the French). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Karolyn Kaufman:

The event that you get from Women of Algiers in Their Apartment (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African
Literature translated from the French) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but Women of Algiers in Their Apartment (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated
from the French) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular
Women of Algiers in Their Apartment (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated from the
French) instantly.

Rosemary Robinson:

This Women of Algiers in Their Apartment (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated
from the French) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because
it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else
you who still having bit of digest in reading this Women of Algiers in Their Apartment (CARAF Books:
Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.



Edith Manning:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Women of Algiers in Their Apartment (CARAF Books: Caribbean and
African Literature translated from the French) when you needed it?
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