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Explores the relationship between unexpected events in narrative and life

Focusing on surprise, spontaneous eruption and the unforeseeable, The
Unexpected argues that stories help us to reconcile what we expect with what we
experience. Though narrative is often understood a recapitulation of past events,
the book argues that the unexpected and the future anterior, a future that is
already complete, are guiding ideas for new understandings of the reading
process. It also points beyond that to some of the key temporal concepts of our
epoch, of unpredictability, the event, the untimely and the messianic.

The Unexpected is an important intervention in narratology and a striking general
argument about the cultural significance of surprise. The enquiry is developed by
a range of new readings in philosophy and theory, as well as of Sarah Waters's
Fingersmith, Kazuo Ishiguro's Never Let Me Go and Julian Barnes's The Sense of
an Ending.

Key Features

An original discussion of the relation of time and narrative
An important intervention in narratology
A striking general argument about the workings of the mind
Provides an overview of the question of surprise in philosophy and literature
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Editorial Review

Review

Currie has written an insightful, informed, and in-depth work; his position is clear and innovative. The
breadth of sources he uses is a clear testament to his ambition and the scope of the work. -- Vladimir Rizov,
Philosophy in Review, Vol 36, No 1

About the Author

Mark Currie is Professor of Contemporary Literature at Queen Mary, University of London. His previous
publications include Difference (Routledge, 2004), Postmodern Narrative Theory (Palgrave, 2nd edition,
2011) and Metafiction (Longman 1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Renee Oneal:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book The Unexpected: Narrative Temporality and the Philosophy
of Surprise (The Frontiers of Theory EUP) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The Unexpected: Narrative
Temporality and the Philosophy of Surprise (The Frontiers of Theory EUP) is not only giving you a lot more
new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book The Unexpected: Narrative Temporality and the
Philosophy of Surprise (The Frontiers of Theory EUP). You never really feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Laura Crabtree:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The
Unexpected: Narrative Temporality and the Philosophy of Surprise (The Frontiers of Theory EUP) suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The
Unexpected: Narrative Temporality and the Philosophy of Surprise (The Frontiers of Theory EUP)is the
main one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world within this book.



Willie Quinones:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Unexpected: Narrative
Temporality and the Philosophy of Surprise (The Frontiers of Theory EUP) which is finding the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Joseph Dolezal:

This The Unexpected: Narrative Temporality and the Philosophy of Surprise (The Frontiers of Theory EUP)
is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of
digest in reading this The Unexpected: Narrative Temporality and the Philosophy of Surprise (The Frontiers
of Theory EUP) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why
I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
along with knowledge.
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