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Today we live longer, healthier lives than ever before in history—a
transformation due almost entirely to tremendous advances in medicine. This
change is so profound, with many major illnesses nearly wiped out, that it's hard
now to imagine what the world was like in 1851, when the New York Times
began publishing. Treatments for depression, blood pressure, heart disease,
ulcers, and diabetes came later; antibiotics were nonexistent, viruses unheard of,
and no one realized yet that DNA carried blueprints for life or the importance of
stem cells. Edited by award-winning writer Gina Kolata, this eye-opening
collection of 150 articles from the New York Times archive charts the developing
scientific insights and breakthroughs into diagnosing and treating conditions like
typhoid, tuberculosis, cancer, diabetes, Alzheimer's, and AIDS, and chronicles
the struggles to treat mental illness and the enormous success of vaccines. It also
reveals medical mistakes, lapses in ethics, and wrong paths taken in hopes of
curing disease. Every illness, every landmark has a tale, and the newspaper's top
reporters tell each one with perceptiveness and skill.
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Today we live longer, healthier lives than ever before in history—a transformation due almost entirely to
tremendous advances in medicine. This change is so profound, with many major illnesses nearly wiped out,
that it's hard now to imagine what the world was like in 1851, when the New York Times began publishing.
Treatments for depression, blood pressure, heart disease, ulcers, and diabetes came later; antibiotics were
nonexistent, viruses unheard of, and no one realized yet that DNA carried blueprints for life or the
importance of stem cells. Edited by award-winning writer Gina Kolata, this eye-opening collection of 150
articles from the New York Times archive charts the developing scientific insights and breakthroughs into
diagnosing and treating conditions like typhoid, tuberculosis, cancer, diabetes, Alzheimer's, and AIDS, and
chronicles the struggles to treat mental illness and the enormous success of vaccines. It also reveals medical
mistakes, lapses in ethics, and wrong paths taken in hopes of curing disease. Every illness, every landmark
has a tale, and the newspaper's top reporters tell each one with perceptiveness and skill.
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Editorial Review

Review
"From party conversation fodder to the esoteric, topics and authors appear and reappear all in the articulate,
clever voice that can be expected from the "New York Times"...Many fascinating problems are explained in
language that the layperson will understand, without relying on equations; those with more than a passing
interest in mathematics will find many topics of interest worthy of further reading. This compilation of real-
world applications will interest those with an inclination toward mathematics or problem-solving." --
"Publishers Weekly""" "Collecting articles of a mathematics bent from three centuries of pieces found in
America's most celebrated daily newspapers, Kolata (senior writer, "New York Times", "Flu: The Story of
the Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918 and the Search for the Virus that Cause It") displays her expertise as
an editor in a book that is both a history of modern mathematics--as an academic, social, and political
phenomenon--and a Who's Who of great science/math writers . . . The book is divided into thematic sections
and . . . Among topics covered are the National Security Agency's (NSA's) threats to mathematicians writing
papers with code-breaking applications; the celebrated story of Andrew Wiles's proof of Fermat's Last
Theorem; Grigori Perelman's confirmation of the Poincare conjecture and his subsequent, Bobby Fischer-
like, disappearance. These articles, both feature pieces and news reports, were all written at the time of what
they cover, thus offering an immediacy lacking in some popular histories. Some of the pieces included here
are important and some are curiosities, but all are absorbing. Verdict: Recommended for casual and serious
math enthusiasts."--"Library Journal"

About the Author

 
Gina Kolata is a senior writer at the New York Times, where she reports on science and medicine; and a two-
time Pulitzer Prize finalist. She has written several books, including Rethinking Thin: The New Science of
Weight Loss—and The Myths and Realities of Dieting, which was a finalist for the Quill book awards, and
the national bestseller Flu: The Story of the Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918 and the Search for the Virus
that Caused It (both Farrar, Straus and Giroux).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Hoffman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
New York Times Book of Medicine: More than 150 Years of Reporting on the Evolution of Medicine your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one type conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get before. The The New York Times Book of Medicine: More than
150 Years of Reporting on the Evolution of Medicine giving you a different experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



Margie Sutton:

This The New York Times Book of Medicine: More than 150 Years of Reporting on the Evolution of
Medicine is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having bit of digest in reading this The New York Times Book of Medicine: More than 150 Years of
Reporting on the Evolution of Medicine can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life and knowledge.

John Vandorn:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The New York Times Book of Medicine: More than 150 Years of
Reporting on the Evolution of Medicine can make you really feel more interested to read.

Shaun Richards:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which
filled update of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just in search of the The New York Times Book of Medicine: More than 150
Years of Reporting on the Evolution of Medicine when you required it?
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