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A transdisciplinary reader on Luce Irigaray’s reading and rewriting of ancient
Greek texts.

In this definitive reader, prominent scholars reflect on how Luce Irigaray reads
the classic discourse of Western metaphysics and also how she is read within and
against this discourse. Her return to “the Greeks,” through strategies of
deconstructing, demythifying, reconstructing, and remythifying, is not a nostalgic
return to the ideality of Hellenocentric antiquity, but rather an affirmatively
critical revisiting of this ideality. Her persistent return and affective bond to
ancient Greek logos, mythos, and tragedy sheds light on some of the most
complex epistemological issues in contemporary theory, such as the workings of
criticism, the language of politics and the politics of language, the possibility of
social and symbolic transformation, the multiple mediations between
metropolitan and postcolonial contexts of theory and practice, the question of the
other, and the function of the feminine in Western metaphysics. With a foreword
by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak and a chapter by Irigaray responding to her
commentators, this book is an essential text for those in social theory,
comparative literature, or classics.

“This is no doubt a state-of-the-art edited collection which will make a major
contribution not merely to existing Irigaray scholarship and to the fields of
feminism, gender and queer studies but, more widely, in contemporary critical
and cultural theory.” — Year’s Work in Critical and Cultural Theory

“The real strength, and rare quality, of this book lies in its willingness to engage
in a nuanced—at times, even critical—approach to Irigaray’s feminism.” — New
Formations

“This singular volume begins to take account of the enormous influence and
range of the work of Luce Irigaray. Taking as a point of departure the key critical
writings on Greek philosophy that form the basis of Irigaray’s theories of sexual
difference, the sexed body, and writing, this anthology brings Irigaray’s Greek
legacy into the present to consider feminist philosophy as a critical rereading of
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philosophy’s foundations. Here we see that the departures from that important
tradition are as important as the debts we owe. Once again we see that to read
Irigaray means learning to read in both directions at once. As well, we see in
vivid terms that Irigaray’s work poses an enormous challenge for rethinking
relations of eros and love, recrafting philosophy through new textual and
corporeal practices, both embodied and critical. The volume recognizes Irigaray
as a feminist philosopher whose work has itself produced an impressive legacy of
diverse and vital criticism among major contemporary thinkers. This is an
invaluable text for those who wish to understand just how radically feminist
thought intervenes in questions of history, love, embodiment, and critical
readings in philosophy.” — Judith Butler, author of Frames of War: When Is Life
Grievable?

“This book will captivate feminist scholars and classicists alike, presenting the
complex panorama of an interdisciplinary study in which the primacy of the
‘text’ (be it Irigaray’s or that of the ancient tradition) is at the same time
confirmed and trespassed.” — Adriana Cavarero, author of Stately Bodies:
Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender
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A transdisciplinary reader on Luce Irigaray’s reading and rewriting of ancient Greek texts.

In this definitive reader, prominent scholars reflect on how Luce Irigaray reads the classic discourse of
Western metaphysics and also how she is read within and against this discourse. Her return to “the Greeks,”
through strategies of deconstructing, demythifying, reconstructing, and remythifying, is not a nostalgic return
to the ideality of Hellenocentric antiquity, but rather an affirmatively critical revisiting of this ideality. Her
persistent return and affective bond to ancient Greek logos, mythos, and tragedy sheds light on some of the
most complex epistemological issues in contemporary theory, such as the workings of criticism, the language
of politics and the politics of language, the possibility of social and symbolic transformation, the multiple
mediations between metropolitan and postcolonial contexts of theory and practice, the question of the other,
and the function of the feminine in Western metaphysics. With a foreword by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
and a chapter by Irigaray responding to her commentators, this book is an essential text for those in social
theory, comparative literature, or classics.

“This is no doubt a state-of-the-art edited collection which will make a major contribution not merely to
existing Irigaray scholarship and to the fields of feminism, gender and queer studies but, more widely, in
contemporary critical and cultural theory.” — Year’s Work in Critical and Cultural Theory

“The real strength, and rare quality, of this book lies in its willingness to engage in a nuanced—at times,
even critical—approach to Irigaray’s feminism.” — New Formations

“This singular volume begins to take account of the enormous influence and range of the work of Luce
Irigaray. Taking as a point of departure the key critical writings on Greek philosophy that form the basis of
Irigaray’s theories of sexual difference, the sexed body, and writing, this anthology brings Irigaray’s Greek
legacy into the present to consider feminist philosophy as a critical rereading of philosophy’s
foundations. Here we see that the departures from that important tradition are as important as the debts we
owe. Once again we see that to read Irigaray means learning to read in both directions at once. As well, we
see in vivid terms that Irigaray’s work poses an enormous challenge for rethinking relations of eros and love,
recrafting philosophy through new textual and corporeal practices, both embodied and critical. The volume
recognizes Irigaray as a feminist philosopher whose work has itself produced an impressive legacy of diverse
and vital criticism among major contemporary thinkers. This is an invaluable text for those who wish to
understand just how radically feminist thought intervenes in questions of history, love, embodiment,
and critical readings in philosophy.” — Judith Butler, author of Frames of War: When Is Life Grievable?

“This book will captivate feminist scholars and classicists alike, presenting the complex panorama of an
interdisciplinary study in which the primacy of the ‘text’ (be it Irigaray’s or that of the ancient tradition) is at
the same time confirmed and trespassed.” — Adriana Cavarero, author of Stately Bodies: Literature,
Philosophy, and the Question of Gender
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Editorial Review

Review
This is no doubt a state-of-the-art edited collection which will make a major contribution not merely to
existing Irigaray scholarship and to the fields of feminism, gender and queer studies but, more widely, in
contemporary critical and cultural theory. Year s Work in Critical and Cultural Theory
The real strength, and rare quality, of this book lies in its willingness to engage in a nuanced at times, even
critical approach to Irigaray s feminism. New Formations
This singular volume begins to take account of the enormous influence and range of the work of Luce
Irigaray. Taking as a point of departure the key critical writings on Greek philosophy that form the basis of
Irigaray s theories of sexual difference, the sexed body, and writing, this anthology brings Irigaray s Greek
legacy into the present to consider feminist philosophy as a critical rereading of philosophy s foundations.
Here we see that the departures from that important tradition are as important as the debts we owe. Once
again we see that to read Irigaray means learning to read in both directions at once. As well, we see in vivid
terms that Irigaray s work poses an enormous challenge for rethinking relations of eros and love, recrafting
philosophy through new textual and corporeal practices, both embodied and critical. The volume recognizes
Irigaray as a feminist philosopher whose work has itself produced an impressive legacy of diverse and vital
criticism among major contemporary thinkers. This is an invaluable text for those who wish to understand
just how radically feminist thought intervenes in questions of history, love, embodiment, and critical
readings in philosophy. Judith Butler, author of Frames of War: When Is Life Grievable?
This book will captivate feminist scholars and classicists alike, presenting the complex panorama of an
interdisciplinary study in which the primacy of the text (be it Irigaray s or that of the ancient tradition) is at
the same time confirmed and trespassed. Adriana Cavarero, author of Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy,
and the Question of Gender"

"This is no doubt a state-of-the-art edited collection which will make a major contribution not merely to
existing Irigaray scholarship and to the fields of feminism, gender and queer studies but, more widely, in
contemporary critical and cultural theory." -- Year's Work in Critical and Cultural Theory
"The real strength, and rare quality, of this book lies in its willingness to engage in a nuanced--at times, even
critical--approach to Irigaray's feminism." -- New Formations
"This singular volume begins to take account of the enormous influence and range of the work of Luce
Irigaray. Taking as a point of departure the key critical writings on Greek philosophy that form the basis of
Irigaray's theories of sexual difference, the sexed body, and writing, this anthology brings Irigaray's Greek
legacy into the present to consider feminist philosophy as a critical rereading of philosophy's foundations.
Here we see that the departures from that important tradition are as important as the debts we owe. Once
again we see that to read Irigaray means learning to read in both directions at once. As well, we see in vivid
terms that Irigaray's work poses an enormous challenge for rethinking relations of eros and love, recrafting
philosophy through new textual and corporeal practices, both embodied and critical. The volume recognizes
Irigaray as a feminist philosopher whose work has itself produced an impressive legacy of diverse and vital
criticism among major contemporary thinkers. This is an invaluable text for those who wish to understand
just how radically feminist thought intervenes in questions of history, love, embodiment, and critical
readings in philosophy." -- Judith Butler, author of Frames of War: When Is Life Grievable?
"This book will captivate feminist scholars and classicists alike, presenting the complex panorama of an
interdisciplinary study in which the primacy of the 'text' (be it Irigaray's or that of the ancient tradition) is at
the same time confirmed and trespassed." -- Adriana Cavarero, author of Stately Bodies: Literature,
Philosophy, and the Question of Gender



From the Back Cover
In this definitive reader, prominent scholars reflect on how Luce Irigaray reads the classic discourse of
Western metaphysics and also how she is read within and against this discourse. Her return to "the Greeks,"
through strategies of deconstructing, demythifying, reconstructing, and remythifying, is not a nostalgic return
to the ideality of Hellenocentric antiquity, but rather an affirmatively critical revisiting of this ideality. Her
persistent return and affective bond to ancient Greek logos, mythos, and tragedy sheds light on some of the
most complex epistemological issues in contemporary theory, such as the workings of criticism, the language
of politics and the politics of language, the possibility of social and symbolic transformation, the multiple
mediations between metropolitan and postcolonial contexts of theory and practice, the question of the other,
and the function of the feminine in Western metaphysics. With a foreword by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
and a chapter by Irigaray responding to her commentators, this book is an essential text for those in social
theory, comparative literature, or classics.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cecil Atkins:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Rewriting Difference: Luce Irigaray
and ‘the Greeks’ (SUNY series in Gender Theory) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Mary McClellan:

This Rewriting Difference: Luce Irigaray and ‘the Greeks’ (SUNY series in Gender Theory) are generally
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Rewriting Difference:
Luce Irigaray and ‘the Greeks’ (SUNY series in Gender Theory) can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might
be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Rewriting Difference: Luce
Irigaray and ‘the Greeks’ (SUNY series in Gender Theory) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Concepcion Shaw:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Rewriting Difference: Luce Irigaray and ‘the Greeks’ (SUNY series in Gender Theory), you
could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a reserve.

David Scott:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rewriting Difference: Luce Irigaray and ‘the
Greeks’ (SUNY series in Gender Theory) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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