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In recent decades, poetry slams and the spoken word artists who compete in them
have sparked a resurgent fascination with the world of poetry. However, thereis
little critical dialogue that fully engages with the cultural complexities present in
slam and spoken word poetry communities, as well astheir ramifications.

In Killing Poetry, renowned slam poet, Javon Johnson unpacks some of the
complicated issues that comprise performance poetry spaces. He argues that the
truly radical potential in slam and spoken word communities lies not just in
proving literary worth, speaking back to power, or even in altering power
structures, but instead in imagining and working towards atogether different
social relationships. His illuminating ethnography provides a critical history of
the slam, contextualizes contemporary black poetsin larger black literary
traditions, and does away with the notion that poetry slams are inherently
radically democratic and utopic.

Killing Poetry—at times autobiographical, poetic, and journalistic—analyzes the
masculine posturing in the Southern California community in particular, the
sexual assault in the national community, and the ways in which related social
mediainadvertently replicate many of the same white supremacist, patriarchal,
and mainstream logics so many spoken word poets seem to be working against.
Throughout, Johnson examines the promises and problems within slam and
spoken word, whileillustrating how community is made and remade in hopes of
eventually creating the radical spaces so many of these poets strive to achieve.
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In recent decades, poetry slams and the spoken word artists who compete in them have sparked a resurgent
fascination with the world of poetry. However, thereislittle critical dialogue that fully engages with the
cultural complexities present in slam and spoken word poetry communities, as well as their ramifications.

In Killing Poetry, renowned slam poet, Javon Johnson unpacks some of the complicated issues that comprise
performance poetry spaces. He argues that the truly radical potential in slam and spoken word communities
lies not just in proving literary worth, speaking back to power, or even in altering power structures, but
instead in imagining and working towards altogether different social relationships. His illuminating
ethnography provides acritical history of the slam, contextualizes contemporary black poetsin larger black
literary traditions, and does away with the notion that poetry slams are inherently radically democratic and
utopic.

Killing Poetry—at times autobiographical, poetic, and journalistic—analyzes the masculine posturing in the
Southern Californiacommunity in particular, the sexual assault in the national community, and the waysin
which related social mediainadvertently replicate many of the same white supremacist, patriarchal, and
mainstream logics so many spoken word poets seem to be working against. Throughout, Johnson examines
the promises and problems within slam and spoken word, while illustrating how community is made and
remade in hopes of eventually creating the radical spaces so many of these poets strive to achieve.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Javon Johnson provides an eloguent argument on avery important subject. Killing Poetry will make a
significant contribution to black performance history."

(Omi Osun Joni L. Jones author of Theatrical Jazz: Performance, Ase, and the Power of the Present
Moment)

"With thick description and deeply personal and political prose, Johnson's Killing Poetry provides arich
opportunity for usto explore aworld of competitive art-making hidden to most. Killing Poetry's dynamic
attention to the specific racial, gendered, sexual, and geographic valences in the spoken word community,
meansthat it isunrelenting in its practice of 'deep listening' and complex thinking. Javon Johnson transfers
histruly gifted eye as a spoken word and creative artist, to the critical work of studying performance and its
other attendants.”

(Jeffrey Q. McCune, Jr. author of Sexual Discretion: Black Masculinity and the Palitics of Passing)

About the Author

JAVON JOHNSON is an assistant professor of African American Studies at the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Madden:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask
may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out ook for book, may be the
publication untitled Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken Word Communities can
be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jose Bell:

ThisKilling Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken Word Communitiesis great reserve for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or
we can state no rambling sentences insideit. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsiniit.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken Word
Communitiesin your hand like finding the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that



no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So, thisis
certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Robert Delaney:

The book untitled Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken Word Communities
contain alot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have anice
study.

Kimberly Foley:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
specia than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and
Spoken Word Communities. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer
in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Download and Read Online Killing Poetry: Blackness and the
Making of Slam and Spoken Word Communities By Javon Johnson
#Z2EIYTHAOMR



Read Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken
Word Communities By Javon Johnson for online ebook

Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken Word Communities By Javon Johnson Free
PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books,
books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read,
PDF best books to read, top books to read Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken
Word Communities By Javon Johnson books to read online.

Online Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken Word
Communities By Javon Johnson ebook PDF download

Killing Poetry: Blackness and the M aking of Slam and Spoken Word Communities By Javon Johnson
Doc

Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken Word Communities By Javon Johnson M obipocket
Killing Poetry: Blackness and the M aking of Slam and Spoken Word Communities By Javon Johnson EPub

Z2EIYTSAOMR: Killing Poetry: Blackness and the Making of Slam and Spoken Word Communities By Javon Johnson



