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By bringing queer theory to bear on ideas of diaspora, Gayatri Gopinath produces
both a more compelling queer theory and a more nuanced understanding of
diaspora. Focusing on queer female diasporic subjectivity, Gopinath develops a
theory of diaspora apart from the logic of blood, authenticity, and patrilineal
descent that she argues invariably forms the core of conventional formulations.
She examines South Asian diasporic literature, film, and music in order to
suggest alternative ways of conceptualizing community and collectivity across
disparate geographic locations. Her agile readings challenge nationalist
ideologies by bringing to light that which has been rendered illegible or
impossible within diaspora: the impure, inauthentic, and nonreproductive.

Gopinath juxtaposes diverse texts to indicate the range of oppositional practices,
subjectivities, and visions of collectivity that fall outside not only mainstream
narratives of diaspora, colonialism, and nationalism but also most projects of
liberal feminism and gay and lesbian politics and theory. She considers British
Asian music of the 1990s alongside alternative media and cultural practices.
Among the fictional works she discusses are V. S. Naipaul’s classic novel A
House for Mr. Biswas, Ismat Chughtai’s short story “The Quilt,” Monica Ali’s
Brick Lane, Shyam Selvadurai’s Funny Boy, and Shani Mootoo’s Cereus Blooms
at Night. Analyzing films including Deepa Mehta’s controversial Fire and Mira
Nair’s Monsoon Wedding, she pays particular attention to how South Asian
diasporic feminist filmmakers have reworked Bollywood’s strategies of queer
representation and to what is lost or gained in this process of translation.
Gopinath’s readings are dazzling, and her theoretical framework transformative
and far-reaching.
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By bringing queer theory to bear on ideas of diaspora, Gayatri Gopinath produces both a more compelling
queer theory and a more nuanced understanding of diaspora. Focusing on queer female diasporic
subjectivity, Gopinath develops a theory of diaspora apart from the logic of blood, authenticity, and
patrilineal descent that she argues invariably forms the core of conventional formulations. She examines
South Asian diasporic literature, film, and music in order to suggest alternative ways of conceptualizing
community and collectivity across disparate geographic locations. Her agile readings challenge nationalist
ideologies by bringing to light that which has been rendered illegible or impossible within diaspora: the
impure, inauthentic, and nonreproductive.

Gopinath juxtaposes diverse texts to indicate the range of oppositional practices, subjectivities, and visions
of collectivity that fall outside not only mainstream narratives of diaspora, colonialism, and nationalism but
also most projects of liberal feminism and gay and lesbian politics and theory. She considers British Asian
music of the 1990s alongside alternative media and cultural practices. Among the fictional works she
discusses are V. S. Naipaul’s classic novel A House for Mr. Biswas, Ismat Chughtai’s short story “The
Quilt,” Monica Ali’s Brick Lane, Shyam Selvadurai’s Funny Boy, and Shani Mootoo’s Cereus Blooms at
Night. Analyzing films including Deepa Mehta’s controversial Fire and Mira Nair’s Monsoon Wedding, she
pays particular attention to how South Asian diasporic feminist filmmakers have reworked Bollywood’s
strategies of queer representation and to what is lost or gained in this process of translation. Gopinath’s
readings are dazzling, and her theoretical framework transformative and far-reaching.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Boldly spanning Hindi film, British Asian music, Urdu literature, diasporic postcolonial literature and film,
U.S. queer activism, and feminist politics, Gayatri Gopinath argues that queer desire becomes central to the
ways in which national and diasporic histories are told when the erotics of power is acknowledged.
Impossible Desires is a deft demonstration of both queer theory’s dominant ethnocentrism and diaspora and
postcolonial studies’ heteronormativity and androcentrism.”—Ranjana Khanna, author of Dark Continents:
Psychoanalysis and Colonialism

“Gayatri Gopinath’s innovative book marks a new stage in queer and diasporic studies. Incisive, expansive,
and nuanced, Gopinath’s analysis will surely be invoked by academics in the future. A landmark piece of
scholarship!”—Martin F. Manalansan IV, author of Global Divas: Filipino Gay Men in the Diaspora

“[T]his smart and well-written book signals a sea change in the field. . . . Impossible Desires stands as a
pathbreaking work, addressing persistent exclusions in both feminist and queer literatures on South Asian
public culture and significantly reworking current conceptualizations of diaspora.”
(Lawrence Cohen Journal of Asian Studies)

From the Back Cover
"Boldly spanning Hindi film, British Asian music, Urdu literature, diasporic postcolonial literature and film,
U.S. queer activism, and feminist politics, Gayatri Gopinath argues that queer desire becomes central to the
ways in which national and diasporic histories are told when the erotics of power is acknowledged.
"Impossible Desires" is a deft demonstration of both queer theory's dominant ethnocentrism and diaspora and
postcolonial studies' heteronormativity and androcentrism."--Ranjana Khanna, author of "Dark Continents:
Psychoanalysis and Colonialism"

About the Author

Gayatri Gopinath is Assistant Professor of Women and Gender Studies at the University of California, Davis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Stamper:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book Impossible Desires: Queer Diasporas and
South Asian Public Cultures (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) had
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is



extremely advantages for you. The guide Impossible Desires: Queer Diasporas and South Asian Public
Cultures (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Impossible Desires: Queer
Diasporas and South Asian Public Cultures (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and
Lisa Lowe). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Lawrence Richardson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Impossible Desires: Queer
Diasporas and South Asian Public Cultures (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and
Lisa Lowe) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Rebecca Bailey:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Impossible Desires:
Queer Diasporas and South Asian Public Cultures (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack
Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

David Wood:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list is Impossible Desires: Queer Diasporas and South Asian Public Cultures
(Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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