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Written by three nationally recognized experts in the field, Criminal Courts: A
Contemporary Perspective explores all conventional topics (court structure,
courtroom actors, and the trial and appeals process) as well as others seldom
covered, such as specialty courts and the goals and functions of the law. Authors
Craig Hemmens, David C. Brody, and Cassia Spohn take a comprehensive and
accessible approach which allows instructors to cover all of the “standard”
material and the option to add selections they consider interesting and relevant to
their particular course. This text will provide students with an understanding of
the foundational concepts and enable them to  hold a detailed discussion about
the criminal courts system and the participants involved.
 
 
Packed with contemporary examples and new pedagogical tools, the Third
Edition has been thoroughly revised with the most up-to date content and
resources to give students a more comprehensive understanding of the criminal
courts system. Additional instructor resources and study tools can be found
online at www.sagepub.com/hemmens2e.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book is very well written, informative, to the point, and discusses the courts from a general
perspective…The authors are scholars in the field, and their work has been and will be respected for years to
come. The ancillary resources are very helpful, detailed, and in abundance.”
(Mai E. Naito)

“This text is both affordable for students and presents material in an easy to understand format.  The boxes
on research articles present students with summaries of research on court processing without overwhelming
lower-level undergraduates with entire articles to read.  The boxes with high profile cases help students apply
the concepts covered in a chapter to real-life examples.  Finally, the course site has excellent resources for
both students and instructors.”
(Danielle M. Romain)

“Material covered in a balanced way…Great pedagogical features and illustrations”
(Elizabeth Perkins)

“This is a well written, well arranged, and a very informative book.  It will definitely be an asset to students
taking this course.”
(Emil Moldovan, M.P.A.,)

About the Author
Craig Hemmens is Department Chair and Professor in the Department of Criminal Justice and Criminology
at Washington State University. In addition to being the editor for the SAGE Text/Reader Series in
Criminology/Criminal Justice, he has published several books, including Law, Justice and Society (Oxford
University Press, ©2012), Legal Guide for Police (Anderson, ©2011) and An Introduction to Criminal
Evidence (Oxford University Press, ©2009). He holds a J.D. from North Carolina Central University School
of Law and a Ph.D. in Criminal Justice from Sam Houston State University. He served as the President of the
Association of Criminal Justice Sciences (ACJS) from 2012 to 2013.

David C. Brody is an associate professor and the Academic Director of the Criminal Justice Program at
Washington State University. He received a JD from the University of Arizona College of Law and a PhD in
Criminal Justice from the State University of New York at Albany. He is the co-author of textbooks on
criminal law and criminal procedure, and over twenty scholarly articles that have been published in such
journals as the American Criminal Law Review, Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice, Hastings
Women's Law Journal, Crime and Delinquency, and Judicature.

Cassia C. Spohn is a Foundation Professor and Director of the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice
at Arizona State University. She is the author or coauthor of six books, including Policing and Prosecuting
Sexual Assault: Inside the Criminal Justice System, which was published in 2013. Her research interests
include prosecutorial and judicial decision making, the intersections of race, ethnicity, crime and justice, and
sexual assault case processing decisions. In 2013 she received ASU’s Award for Leading Edge Research in
the Social Sciences and was selected as a Fellow of the American Society of Criminology.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

The book Criminal Courts: A Contemporary Perspective make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Criminal Courts: A
Contemporary Perspective to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
wide open and read a e-book Criminal Courts: A Contemporary Perspective. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Charles Hager:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help folks
out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Criminal Courts: A Contemporary Perspective book
because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Deborah Walker:

The book untitled Criminal Courts: A Contemporary Perspective is the reserve that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
research when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of Criminal Courts: A Contemporary Perspective from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Jack Bemis:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Criminal Courts: A Contemporary Perspective we can consider more advantage. Don't you
to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Criminal
Courts: A Contemporary Perspective. You can more inviting than now.
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