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'Community' is one of those words that feels good: it is good 'to have a
community', 'to be in a community'. And 'community' feels good because of the
meanings which the word conveys, all of them promising pleasures, and more
often than not the kind of pleasures which we would like to experience but seem
to miss.

'Community' conveys the image of a warm and comfortable place, like a fireplace
at which we warm our hands on a frosty day. Out there, in the street, all sorts of
dangers lie in ambush; in here, in the community, we can relax and feel safe.
'Community' stands for the kind of world which we long to inhabit but which is
not, regrettably, available to us. Today 'community' is another name for paradise
lost - but for a paradise which we still hope to find, as we feverishly search for
the roads that may lead us there.

But there is a price to be paid for the privilege of being in a community.
Community promises security but seems to deprive us of freedom, of the right to
be ourselves. Security and freedom are two equally precious and coveted values
which could be balanced to some degree, but hardly ever fully reconciled. The
tension between security and freedom, and between community and
individuality, is unlikely ever to be resolved. We cannot escape the dilemma but
we can take stock of the opportunities and the dangers, and at least try to avoid
repeating past errors.

In this important new book, Zygmunt Bauman takes stock of these opportunities
and dangers and, in his distinctive and brilliant fashion, offers a much-needed
reappraisal of a concept that has become central to current debates about the
nature and future of our societies.
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'Community' is one of those words that feels good: it is good 'to have a community', 'to be in a community'.
And 'community' feels good because of the meanings which the word conveys, all of them promising
pleasures, and more often than not the kind of pleasures which we would like to experience but seem to miss.

'Community' conveys the image of a warm and comfortable place, like a fireplace at which we warm our
hands on a frosty day. Out there, in the street, all sorts of dangers lie in ambush; in here, in the community,
we can relax and feel safe. 'Community' stands for the kind of world which we long to inhabit but which is
not, regrettably, available to us. Today 'community' is another name for paradise lost - but for a paradise
which we still hope to find, as we feverishly search for the roads that may lead us there.

But there is a price to be paid for the privilege of being in a community. Community promises security but
seems to deprive us of freedom, of the right to be ourselves. Security and freedom are two equally precious
and coveted values which could be balanced to some degree, but hardly ever fully reconciled. The tension
between security and freedom, and between community and individuality, is unlikely ever to be resolved.
We cannot escape the dilemma but we can take stock of the opportunities and the dangers, and at least try to
avoid repeating past errors.

In this important new book, Zygmunt Bauman takes stock of these opportunities and dangers and, in his
distinctive and brilliant fashion, offers a much-needed reappraisal of a concept that has become central to
current debates about the nature and future of our societies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"These books mark an important advance in Bauman's project. He seems to be trying to bring the
intellectuals back into the game, twitting them for their passivity. Bauman wants social critics to take a more
active role, taking a lead by showing how the relationships between individuals and society and between the
private and public spheres may be rearticulated and the spirit of the agora restored to social and political
life."

British Journal of Sociology

"This book is an example of what social thought can be when it is carried out in terms of the highest of
qualities. As such, it demands to be read for two reasons; first, because of the fascinating and new light it
casts on otherwise well-worn debates and second, as a call to arms."

Contemporary Sociology

"Bauman's argument is convincing and well substantiated. This book forms an interesting and stimulating
starting point for anyone wishing to dig deeper into this field".

Gary Pattison, University of Southampton. Network

From the Back Cover
'Community' is one of those words that feels good: it is good 'to have a community', 'to be in a community'.
And 'community' feels good because of the meanings which the word conveys, all of them promising
pleasures, and more often than not the kind of pleasures which we would like to experience but seem to miss.

'Community' conveys the image of a warm and comfortable place, like a fireplace at which we warm our
hands on a frosty day. Out there, in the street, all sorts of dangers lie in ambush; in here, in the community,
we can relax and feel safe. 'Community' stands for the kind of world which we long to inhabit but which is
not, regrettably, available to us. Today 'community' is another name for paradise lost - but for a paradise
which we still hope to find, as we feverishly search for the roads that may lead us there.

But there is a price to be paid for the privilege of being in a community. Community promises security but
seems to deprive us of freedom, of the right to be ourselves. Security and freedom are two equally precious
and coveted values which could be balanced to some degree, but hardly ever fully reconciled. The tension
between security and freedom, and between community and individuality, is unlikely ever to be resolved.
We cannot escape the dilemma but we can take stock of the opportunities and the dangers, and at least try to
avoid repeating past errors.

In this important new book, Zygmunt Bauman takes stock of these opportunities and dangers and, in his
distinctive and brilliant fashion, offers a much-needed reappraisal of a concept that has become central to
current debates about the nature and future of our societies.



About the Author
Zygmunt Bauman is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the Universities of Leeds and Warsaw.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Dennison:

Here thing why this Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World (Themes for the 21st Century) are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World
(Themes for the 21st Century) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no publication that similar with Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World
(Themes for the 21st Century). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World (Themes for
the 21st Century) in e-book can be your choice.

Darrin Russell:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World
(Themes for the 21st Century), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Andrew Joy:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World
(Themes for the 21st Century) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Joseph Rankins:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World (Themes for the 21st Century). You can include your



knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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